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Take Advantage NOW of this 
EDITORIAL BOARD 


FREE BOOK OFFER | res" ‘°° 


Dr. Gaebelein is the Headmaster of Stony 
Brook School. He has degrees from New 


to CHARTER MEMBERS York University and Harvard. 


Clarence E. Macartney 


f Dr. Macartney is pastor emeritus of the 
a First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, 
where he served from 1927 to 1953. 





- a new Book Club offering you only useful, worthwhile, Harold J. Ockenga ; d 
ao ‘ : President of Fuller Theological Seminary 
authorita'ive books which are true to the Bible and to the and pastor of the Park Street Church in 
Boston. 


Evangelic.l Faith. 
Paul S. Rees 
Dr. Rees has just retired from his term 
as President of the National Association 


Join Now and Receive This Special Gift... .. of Evangelicals. 


The NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


REGULAR BOOKSTORE PRICE $7.95 
Absolutely FREE to you if you will mail the coupon below without delay. 
Here is what you receive— e 1200 double-column pages e Commentary, Introduction 
and outline for each book of the Bible e 10 General Articles on key subjects 
eBeautifully designed, with handsome jacket and sturdy binding. 
This FREE gift to you for joining EVANGELICAL. BOOKS now, is typical of the help our 
lar selection and dividends will be to you. 
THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY signals a renaissance of evangelical scholarship in our 
time. Produced under the auspices of the English Inter-varsity Fellowship, which is the most vital 
Christian movement in Oxford, Cambridge, and the other British universities, it combines loyalty 
to the Bible as the Word of God with an alertly competent scholarship that is aware of the 
positions of liberal and radical theology and knows the answers to those positions. 
The Editor-in-Chief is Dr. FRANCIS DAVIDSON, Professor of Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment Languages and Literature in the United Original Secession Church of Scotland and Principal 
of the Bible Training Institute of Glasgow. 

















Your Membership in EVANGELICAL BOOKS will begin with... . 


AMERICA’S SPIRITUAL RECOVERY 


by EDWARD L. R. ELSON 
(with an introduction by J. Edgar Hoover) 
The author's analysis of our shortcomings is devastation. He says, for example: 
“We follow preachers who hawk formulas for banishing worry and fear and CLUB PRICE 
tension while the prophets of God, with their painful judgments requiring 
repentance, go unheeded.” Yet he believes we are entering a period of spiritual § 
recovery, an awakening based on the faith of our founding fathers. This book 
shows to every one of us what we can do to help hasten that revival in our r 
own town. . 














Unique Club Purchase Plan Assures 
at least 50% Savings on 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


EVANGELICAL BOOKS 
Greenvale, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
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1... You are not obligated to purchase any lo isin S80 , —_ 
ini boo am enclosing $2.50 as payment for my first selection as a mem- 
minimum number of books. | ber of EVANGELICAL BOOKS, America’s Spiritual Recovery. 
2... You may resign your membership at | You will enroll me as a Charter Member of the club, and in 
any time regardless of how many club ; addition to the first selection you will send me, free of charge, 
selections you have accepted. the Charter Member’s gift, The New Bible Commentary, which 
I 
I 
| 
I 
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: sells in bookstores for $7.95. 
3...With every second selection you will 


receive a third book FREE OF CHARGE 
thus assuring you at leasi 50% savings 
on club purchases. PMT anna nnn snncccccccccccccccccccccccscccesscccsscsecscessccessecsscecerss 
4... You may return any selection for full (os ZONE........... STATE 
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credit or refund if you are not entirely 
satisfied. Be ons capes ac 'emee seis em vd coos Sige time tne ante “n sk uke nt lect cn, ss hn 1 














Make Your Christmas Shopping 
Worthwhile 


Here is the easiest, most thoughtful and most loving way to give a gift this 


Christmas. Give ETERNITY! It’s sole pu is to help Christians 
grow spiritually, adding discernment to knowledge and creating a greater 
love for God’s Word. 


On the reverse side of this page are coupons. Start at the top and clip as many 
as you need. Send ETERNITY to your pastor, to Sunday School 
teachers, to missionaries, to your friends and loved ones, And include 
your own renewal at the special reduced gift price now! 


This specially designed card with your name 
hand-signed will be sent to all who receive a gift 
subscription to ETERNITY from you. 


NOTE: If recipient is already a subscriber we will 
extend that subscription to run an ‘extra year and 
so notify the person in your name. 


SEE OVER FOR COUPONS 


From the pen of Dr. Barnhouse— 


Sometimes I hear Christians deplore the commercialization of 
Christmas and I cannot help but smile. After all, the day is what 
we make it. We can become part of making it commercial or we 
can help make it spiritual. It’s our actions—not our talk—that 
counts. 

Whether you are thinking of a gift for a member of the 
family, friends, sone. School worker, employees or employer, why 
not consider giving ETERNITY? Such a gift will put your giving 
on a spiritual basis—not only at Christmas but cvery month of the 
year to come. 


Yours faithfully, 


Donald Grey Barnhouse 


A GIFT THAT. LASTS ALL YEAR 
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1716 Street 
ja 3, Penna. 

Enclosed find $................ for the Christmas gift 
subscriptions listed below. Please sign my name 
to the Christmas card as | have indicated for 
each one. 

SESE SEES See een err ae 

(please print) 
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2. SUBSCRIPTION FOR $2.50 


3. SUBSCRIPTION FOR $2.50 


Ie gs hac caecnsigg benosb=-~res inten eocmmiiotoioaioy 
ADDRESS . biccnasiithacionch 


ee ; Scie harecaaplesspcheb enti psnckitell 
ZONE............STATE.... 


I II ics ois citi cencenanigecnbconmnsttinreensstte 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Not many days ago a letter came 
to my desk telling about the plan 
of a national magazine encouraging 
employers to send the periodical to 
their employees as a Christmas gift. 

According to the publicity, the 
head of a large electrical manufac- 
turing concern is sending gift sub- 
scriptions to all employees in the 
armed services. Similar plans are 
followed by an oil company and 
an insurance company. A leather 
company has ordered subscriptions 
for its top dealers. 


Immediately I thought of our 
ETERNITY Christmas offer, an- 
nounced this month in the display 
ad on the opposite side of this page. 
It occurred to me that Christian em- 
ployers and Christian businessmen 
might be encouraged to send out 
several dozen or even several hun- 
dred subscriptions to ETERNITY and 
thus make their Christmas gifts 
count. More than once ETERNITY, 
which is beamed primarily to Chris- 
tians, has been used to draw men 
and women to Christ. Never a week 
goes by that we do not receive testi- 
monies to the effect that ETERNITY 
has been a blessing to someone. 

Through the years ETERNITY, 
and its predecessor Revelation, 
reaches an ever-widening number 
of friends, who first become ac- 
quainted with the magazine through 
a Christmas gift subscription. 


Christians Are Stewards 


Sending ETERNITY as a Christmas 
gift has so many things in its favor. 
First, we feel that Christians, as 
stewards of the Lord’s money, would 
like to make their Christmas giving 
worthwhile. 


Second, an ETERNITY subscrip- 
tion sent as a Christmas gift may 
revolutionize the recipient's life— 
opening: entirely new vistas of 
spiritual experience for him, as 
many could tell you 

Third, the special Christmas offer 
is SO easy to act upon. You just list 
the names and addresses of the 


friends, relatives, neighbors, em- 
ployees, dealers, prospects; enclose 
a check or money order for the 
proper amount ($2.50 each for each 
subscription after the first one at 
the regular rate for both new sub- 
scriptions and renewals, including 
your own); and send it to ETER- 
NITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadel- 
phia 3, Pa. 

For $15.50 you can care for your 
own subscription and gifts to five 
friends. Not many presents can be 
had these days for such a reasonable 
sum—and this gift comes to your 
friends every month throughout the 
year, a continuing reminder of your 
interest. 

A newly designed Christmas gift 
card will be prepared for every per- 
son on your gift list. The card will 
be inscribed with your name and 
will be mailed to reach each recip- 
ient just in time for Christmas. 


Shows 30 Per.Cent Growth 


There’s another reason that we 
believe you'd appreciate hearing 
about. ETERNITY magazine is greatly 
benefited by this means of growth. 
A surprisingly large percentage of 
the phenomenal growth of ETER- 
NiTy—better than 30 per cent in 
the last twelve months—has been 
a result of present subscribers to 
the magaziné sending it or recom- 
mending it to others. 

Thus you can help the ETERNITY 
ministry—and we trust it is just 
that—to grow and prosper. If every 
subscriber would prayerfully con- 
sider sending the magazine to a half 
dozen friends it would mean more 
than you can ever imagine. 

I hope you'll do it this year. And 
it will mean much to us and our 
faithful workers in the Circulation 
Department, if you'll send in your 
list promptly. 
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Eternity is OO Et Se So beniet Staten, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


ETERNITY 





OVO ee 5) 




















NOW AND LATER 

in this issue the accent is on Africa. 
Some months ago we assigned the Rev. 
Andrew MacBeath, then of Toronto 
Bible College, to write one or two arti- 
cles on his forthcoming trip to Nigeria. 
The lead article, “Africa: World Focal 
Point,” is the result of this assignment. 





The cover picture, which Artist Robert 
Doares drew from a kodachrome taken 
by Author MacBeath, is the Sultan of 
Sokoto, titular head of all Moslems in 
West Africa. The Moslem mosque at 
Kano in the background symbolizes the 
advance Mohammedanism is making to- 
day in Nigeria. 

The photographs illustrating the arti- 
cle were taken by the author who is now 
principal of the Bible Training Institute 
in Glasgow, Scotland. Next month you'll 
want to read the second of a two-article 
series entitled, “Nigeria Today.” 

It was purely coincidental that an- 
nouncement would be made in this is- 
sue that the Pocket Testament League, 
which has done such an effective job of 
Scripture distribution in China, Japan 
and Korea, would concentrate on Africa 
with the opening of the new year. 


THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Nov. 7, 14, 28, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; Nov. 1, 
8, 15, 29, New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, 
N. Y.; Nov. 24, Calvary Reformed 
Church, Grand Rapi Mich.; —— 
9-12, Highland P. Ba; Ch . 
Highland Park, sale foe 16-19, 
Union Cam Emman' Evan- 


Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Md.; 
Nov. 30-Dec. 3, Grace 
Church, Montclair, N. J. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





FROM 








HOME FOR UNMARRIED MOTHERS 

In your September issue you had an arti- 
cle on “The Problems of Unwed Mothers” 
which was of vital interest to me. I would 
like to acquaint you with the Heartease 
Home for Mothers and Babies in New York 
City, which is doing a wonderful work in 
this field. Its prime object has been to afford 
a home for these very needy girls that they 
might hear the gospel. 

Heartease is a non-profit organization, in- 
dependent of city or state aid and public 
funds of any sort. It is a faith work wholly 
dependent on the Lord to meet the needs. 

We are a Christian maternity home for 
unmarried mothers and their babies, offer- 
ing pre-natal and post-natal care. The 
girls are accepted at any age. 

Most of the girls are unable to pay the 
home anything, but we do require that 
they pay their hospital bill. We have a 
fund from which they can borrow and to 
which they are to pay back as soon as possi- 
ble. 

Our staff are fine “born-again” young 
women. We have daily Bible study and the 
girls are dealt with personally. The major- 
ity of them make decisions for the Lord. 

Ethel K. Willets 
New York, N. Y. 


TESTAMENTS FOR FILIPINOS 

I was able to purchase almost 800 copies 
of Ilocano Gospels of St. John from the 
American Bible Society and these Gospels 
have been already distributed. A priest from 
the Philippine Independent Church came 
to the office the other day and expressed 
joy in receiving the Gospels. He had such 
a great demand for Ilocano Gospels that 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











Nov. 1-7, First Baptist Church, Mt. Vernon, Ohio; 
Nov. 14-21, Market Street Baptist Church, Zanes- 
ville, Ohio; November 22-28, First Baptist 
Church, West Union, Ohio; Nov. 29, 30, First 
Baptist Church, Bethel, Ohio. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 

Nov. 1, 2, School of the Bible, Baltimore, Md.; 
Nov. 7-11, Mennonite Church, Richfield, Pa.; 
Nov. 14-17, Lutheran Church, Northumberland, 
Pa.; Nov. 21-24, West Oak Lane Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia; Nov. 27-30, Bethel Mennonite 
Church, Lancaster, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Nov. 25-28, Bible Conference, Liberty Baptist 
Church, Hampton, Va. 

WILLIAM A. MIEROP 

Nov. 3, 4, Wyoming Valley Bible Study Asso- 
ciation, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Nov. 5, Bible Protes- 
tant Church, Hollisterville, Pa.; Nov. 6, Youth 
for Christ, Scranton, Pa.; Nov. 10, 11, 12, The 
Cranford Tabernacle, Cranford, N. J.; Nov. 14, 
Melrose Gardens Church, Harrisburg, Pa. (a.m.); 
Nov. 14, 15, 16, Harrisburg, Pa.; Nov. 17, 18, 
Reading, Pa.; Nov. 19, 20, Allentown, Pa.; Nov. 
21, 22, 23, Lebanon, Pa.; Nov. 28, First Baptist 
Church, Hempstead, N. Y.; Nov. 30, Windsor 
Avenue Bible Church, Oceanside, L. 1., N. Y. 
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1 was only able to send him six copies. 
Father Carinio rarely receives a letter and 
he said that on this day he received a 
notice that there was a package for him. 
All the village went down to the post office 
to find out what he had received. He opened 
the package while all the villagers looked 
on. Father Carinio was able to tell them 
that these were copies of the Word of God. 
When he said this, everybody wanted a 
copy, but because of a limited supply, he 
gave copies only to the leaders of his church. 
That Sunday he had a very good turn- 
out to his chapel because everyone wanted 
to know what God’s Word had to say. 
Charles Holsinger 
Philippine Youth Crusades 
Mamba, P. I. 


QUITO, ECUADBR 
ALL THE WORLD 





Impossible? But 
it’s true. In our 24-hour broad- 
casting schedule, there are nine 
hours daily during which we are 
simultaneously broadcasting 
two different programs, in two 
different languages, over differ- 
ent transmitters. THAT ADDS UP 
TO 33 HOURS OF PROGRAMS 

DURING EVERY BROADCAST DAY. 


GOD IS BLESSING 
THESE BROADCASTS. Many, 


letters come from our lis- 
cai Here is a recent sample 
from a Russian-speaking friend 
in Argentina: “Thank you 
friends for speaking loudly 
enough so that we can hear all 
the way in Misiones the wonder- 
ful news of salvation.” 

If you wish to include HCB 
among your missionary inter- 
ests, we shall be glad to place 
your name on our mailing list 


*“FAMILY NEEDS* 





The Editor can recommend a Presby- 
terian minister, college- and theological 
seminary-trained, who is 37 years old and 
a Bible expository preacher. He is at present 
settled in a pastorate but would be inter- 
ested in changing. He would consider a 
church of approximately 300 members or 
more. ‘Communicate with the editors of 
ETERNITY for information. 


WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
SHOULD OWN 
STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 








to receive our latest bulletins. 
Write to: Dept. E 


@ Strong’s is a life- 


time possession for 


‘ister, student, teacher, 
every Bible reader. 
1809 Paces 9x12 INCHES 


$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 


At All Bookstores . . . 
ABINGDON PRESS 
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CRISIS IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL 


An Open Letter to the Readers of Eternity Magazine 


Dear Friends: 


A recent letter to me from the land of Israel tells of eight Jewish men in 
a small meeting who testified of their new-found faith in Christ and their will- 
ingness to confess Him and to suffer for His sake. Multitudes of Jews in Israel 
are eager to read the New Testament. Large numbers of Jews there are secret 
believers. 


But suddenly in the midst of spiritual blessing a real crisis has arisen. 
Persecution of Jewish Christians is increasing. If a Jew openly confesses Christ 
he is likely to lose his means of livelihood. Orthodox Jews are sending 200 
young Rabbis throughout the Settlements in Israel "to check the religious situa- 
tion." 


There are two ways to turn this crisis into victory for Christ. The first 
is intercessory prayer for Israel on the part of multitudes of God's children in 
America and other lands. The second is to spread the Word of God more widely 
than ever before in the land of Israel. The Million Testaments Campaign has 
already distributed tens of thousands of New Testaments in various languages in 
Israel and 12,500 complete Hebrew Bibles. But the surface has only been 
scratched! There are vast multitudes of Jews in Israel still to be reached! 
This autumn the Million Testaments Campaign is launching a Crusade to spread 
God's Word more widely than ever before among the Jews in Israel. 


Will you help to turn the tide in Israel by your prayers and your gifts? 
We have just prepared a special Prayer Card with definite suggestions for prayer 
for the Jews in Israel. It will be sent free of cost. Please send for twenty- 
five or fifty or more of these cards and give them to praying people in your 
church or community. We shall also gladly send you our Israel News Bulletin. 


For a limited time we are sending each donor to our Campaign an attractive 
and inspiring Scripture booklet of 32 pages. The cover of the booklet is a pic- 
ture, in full color, of the partially-restored synagogue of Capernaum where our 
Lord likely taught. The booklet has a most helpful message on the Bible by 
Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison who was the chief Unitéd Nations negotiator with 
the Communists in the talks that ended the Korean War. The booklet also con- 
tains an inspiring Scripture verse for each day of the coming year. 


Large funds are needed by our Campaign for providing New Testaments for Jews 
in Israel, North and South America, and other lands; and for Gentiles in Europe. 
Send your gift quickly; and receive your Scripture booklet before the first edi- 
tion is exhausted. Send all gifts for the work, and requests for Prayer Cards 
and News Bulletins to: Million Testaments Campaign, Inc., 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. % 

Ait eo EE oe Cot aheng tis Si ss 1 es 

1 DESIRE TO HELP ET 
IN THIS HOUR OF CRISIS IN ISRAEL 


Yours cordially in Him, 


org TRBewie 


Executive Secretary 
Million Testaments Campaigns 


Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia ° Pa. 

Enclosed find $ .. for providing God’s Word for Jews in Israel 
and other lands, and Gentiles in Europe. 

Please send me the Scripture booklet as promised: and ........... Prayer 
Cards and News Bulletins to give to Christian people to enlist prayer 
for Israel in this hour of crisis. 
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airport, the traveler sees afar the gleaming white mosque 

with pale green dome, and the two graceful minarets. He 
notices the numerous mud walls of Kano city, and marvels 
that Africans have somehow been induced to engage in so 
much unproductive industry. Then he notices marshaled 
ranks of green-covered pyramids, and learns that these 
enormous mounds each contain many tons of shelled pea- 
nuts under the huge tarpaulins. Glancing back toward the 
mosque, we see a covered way leading from an impressive 
entrance, just opposite the mosque, and we are told that 
this is the canopied approach to the Emir’s Palace. 


h the plane circles over Kano before proceeding to the 


East and West 


“An emir? But we are in West Africa, are we not? And 
emirs seem so oriental. They belong to the Arabian Nights, 
along with Grand Viziers, surely?” 

“You are on the track of a great discovery. Most of West 
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Atrica: World Focal Point 


A continent at the crossroads, with its destiny still in the 


Ged will not accept praying in lieu of obeying 





balance, takes compelling hold of the Christian traveler 


By Andrew MacBeath 


Principal, Bible Training Institute, Glasgow 


Africa is Oriental. In Sokoto you will meet the Sultan (note 
the name!), the titular head of all the Moslems in West 
Africa, and that Sultan has a Waziri, or Grand Vizier, just 
as you suggested. In Sokoto you will see what Kipling de- 
clared would never meet—and perhaps you will conclude 
that Kipling was right, for East and West are represented 
in Sokoto, but have they truly met? In Sokoto is the hallowed 
tomb of Usuman dan Fodio, the Fulani revivalist of old 
Islam, who died in 1817. In Sokoto also is the modest grave 
of Hugh Clapperton, explorer, who was buried in 1827. 
But it was the fanatical religious fervor of the first, the 
man from the desert, that has left a far deeper imprint on 
West Africa than Commander Clapperton, the man from 
the sea.” 

So this is West Africa! And why are all these vultures 
allowed to hover in the air above the cities, and perch at 
will without being shot? The vultures are reckoned to be 
a hygiene squad in this land, and probably reduce the 
likelihood of widespread epidemics. 


Old and New 


And now we are in the streets of Kano. Automobiles of 
course there are, but this is a country of horsemen, and 
how dignified they are in their flowing robes. The humble 
donkey is still more common, laden with firewood, or else 
with the white-clad rider sitting astride the donkey’s rear 
legs. Camels also are here, for Kano is the rendezvous and 
market place of the Sahara where it meets the South. But 
for camels it is better still to go to Sokoto, where you will 
see caravans of over thirty:of them. Parking a camel is 
much simpler than parking a car in Philadelphia. You 
simply tether the camel’s front feet. The unhappy creature 
will then hobble around as best it may, and will sometimes 
collapse ignominiously on the ground, its neck out-thrust 
afar, as though in tortured appeal against the indignity 
heaped upon it by man. 


The Sultan of Sokoto 


But in Sokoto, city of the Sultan and city of camels, here 
is a mechanical roadgrader being operated by a man in 
turban and flowing robes! And just beyond this chugging 
machine, controlled by a son of the drought-bitten North, 
stands the majestic white gateway, with high square tower, 
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Chiefs under a ceremonial umbrella, surmounted by a 
carved elephant, the insignia of office for one of them. 








flanked by two square white pedestrian entrances, that 
brings us to the quarters of the Sultan of Sokoto. Through 
his Waziri we had secured an appointment, and the descend- 
ant of Usuman, the revivalist, motions us to two chairs-on 
his left. 

When the local missionary and I are seated, Sir Abubakar 
moves into a throne-like chair and sits down, leaving his 
heelless sandals in front of him in the course of his back- 
ward motion. Nine important men take their places on the 
ground in crescent shape before him and to his right. Sir 
Abubakar is unique among numerous Nigerian “Sirs” whom 
the British have honored with titles, because he alone is a 
Knight Grand Cross of the British Empire. We talk of the 
future of Nigeria, of the possibility of national unity, and 
of 1956, in which the British Government “will grant to 
those Regions that wish it full self-government.” My in- 
quiry about the likelihood of unity makes the Sultan shrug 
his shoulders, and with a wave of his hand toward his 
counsellors he says, “I am leaving those problems to these 
who shall come after me.” 

While the talk proceeds it amuses me to notice that my 
host has crossed his left ankle above his right knee, and 
(his sandals being off) is holding his large left toe in his 
right hand as we converse. 


Visiting Market Places 


The interview over, back we go into the sun-baked 
streets of Sokoto. One could spend hours and hours in the 
vast market place, noting the products offered, but still 
more concerned to know what passes in the minds of these 
squatting vendors who will stay uncounted hours to sell 
their merchandise. In Ilorin, another strong Moslem city, 
I visited a night market. Lamps of all sizes were in use, 
from pressure lamps to farm lanterns, and commonest of 
all the smoky flares of a wick in oil. ‘The Administration 
tried to be progressive and floodlit the great market place by 

- electricity, but the public were indignant. They insisted on 
going back to the feebler lights. I wonder why! 

Transporting ourselves to the excited South, but still 
visiting market places, one learns with amazement that 
Yoruba market women, wearing that ample and excessive 
amount of cloth on their heads, become people of wealth 
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The chief of the Birom—Serikin Birom is his title—shown with his staff at Jos 
in an official ceremony when he was made a chief of the second order. 


Do you really want to be Christlike? 



































and substance, so that they finance the highest education 
for their sons. Here lie two points of contrast with the 
Moslem North: first, the public status and enterprise of 
women, and next the insatiable desire and ambition for 
more and more education. Barristers, journalists, teachers 
and civil servants in the South are as numerous almost as 
lizards and flying ants and earwigs in the North. 


The Progressive South 


Yes, the South is feverishly forward-reaching. Part of the 
evidence of this is seen in the high mortality of trucks and 
vans and motor vehicles upon the roads. Drivers must be 
quite ruthless, if we are to judge by the panicking behavior 
of the many cyclists who at our approach immoderately 
flung themselves off their bicycles, or plunged into the 
ditch or the tall grass. It amused us to discover that these 
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Sad-faced woman and girl with facial markings and heavy 
demonstrate the darkness of a land not 












EVANSTON RESULTS 


In the coming months the Editor will 
seek to appraise the significant results 
of the recent Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches. The mass of re- 
ports and resolutions is so great that it 


is impossible to reach valid conclusions- 


at this early date. 


But we can already point out one 
great point of failure at Evanston. The 
basis of union proposed will certainly 
make it impossible for true believers 
ever to join with the ecumenical move- 
ment. The Faith and Order Commission 
deplored the fact that for doctrinal rea- 
sons certain great church bodies remain 
aloof from the ecumenical movement. 
The report mentioned specifically the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran Church and the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. “The majority of mem- 
bers in these bodies,” according to the 
report, “remain in isolation, either in- 
different toward the tragedy of division 
or convinced that they possess already 
thé fullness of the Church’s truth.” 


An analysis of that charge will reveal 
the weakness of the ecumenical move- 
ment. The Roman Catholic Church and 
its Russian counterpart believe in the 
identification of the true church with 
their worldly organization and blandly 
state that every knee must bow to them 
and that every tongue must confess that 
they alone are the true church. They 
are not indifferent toward division but 
state that those outside can heal the 
division by giving up all rights, claims 
and beliefs that are contrary to theirs. 
The blood of the martyrs cries out that 
this will never take place in this age, and 
the prophetic word forecasts that it will 
take place when true believers are caught 
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away at the second coming of Christ and 
the Antichrist shall establish the ultimate 
church which God calls “the Great 
Whore” (Rev. 17:1). 


There are other bodies of believers 
who in conscience believe that they have 
the whole truth. We believe beyond 
question that the Southern Baptists and 
the Missouri Synod Lutherans have as 
close an approximation to the whole of 
truth as can be realized by great bodies 
on earth during this age. In other words, 
they hold to the final revelation of God’s 
truth in the Bible, the Word of God. 
This, too, is the position of those of the 
Reformed bodies who similarly exalt the 
Scriptures. 


If the leaders of the ecumenical move- 
ment believe that they can succeed in 
uniting all of professing Christendom 
in one movement, they are credulous 
beyond thought. To lump the Roman- 
ists and the Southern Baptists in one 
dreamy paragraph is more fantastic and 
unreal than would be an attempt by 
the Democrats to get the Communists 
and the right-wing Republicans to vote 
with them. An ecumenical movement 
must work from the middle and make 
up its mind which wing it wishes to 
include. If it wants the papal churches, 
it cannot have the conservatives; and 
since it will never get the papal churches, 
it is foolish not to take a more conserva- 
tive stand. Only thus can the leaders of 
the ecumenical movement show that 
they themselves are not really indifferent 
toward the tragedy of division. 


POLICY TOWARD ISRAEL 


Many years ago I wrote an Editorial 
to the effect that the British Empire 
would break up because the British 
Government had broken its promises to 





the Jews. Lord Balfour made a definite 
commitment to the Jews at the time of 
World War I that Palestine would be 
given to Israel after the war. This prom- 
ise was broken. The Empire crumbled; 
India, Burma and Ceylon have gone, 
the British have removed from Suez, and 
there are further losses to come. 


Now the United States is in danger 
of following in the same path. We must 
not forget that we have tremendous 
financial investments in the Arabian oil 
industry. These are well over a billion 
dollars and growing greater all the 
time. The result has been an ever-grow- 
ing tendency to take the part of the 
Arab States against Israel. 


Dr. Emanuel Neumann, member of 
the Jewish Agency executive, and chair- 
man of the executive committee of the 
Zionists has just asserted that the “Mid- 
dle Eastern policy of the Western powers 
—notably the United States—has been 
pushing Israel into an increasingly ad- 
verse position vis-a-vis her Arab neigh- 
bors.” He further warned of the grave 
perils facing Israel through the arming 
of Iraq by the West, and the evacuation 
of the Suez Canal, enormously increasing 
Egypt's military potential. 


Returning from executive meetings in 
Jerusalem, Dr. Neumann declared: “If 
Israel should thus be placed in grave 
peril, our own government must bear 
a large measure of responsibility.” 


The United States is in a precarious 
position today. Over against us is the 
force of Satanism centered in the Mos- 
cow government. A group of men there 
are passionately addicted to the idea 
of world domination. They will attack 
us if they think they have the slightest 
possibility of destroying us. Only God 
can prevent this attack. So far it has 
been postponed because of our momen- 
tary advance in hydrogen-bomb power. 
If we take a definite position in defence 
of the ancient people of God, the Al- 
mighty will be forced to bless us and 
protect us. If we take a position with 
the Arab world against Israel, God will 
be forced to destroy us as He has des- 
troyed every other nation which has 
stood against Israel. With all other na- 
tions we may deal “naturally.” Where 
Israel is concerned we must deal “‘super- 
naturally.” God has said, “Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper 
that love thee” (Psa. 122:6). 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
In my capacity as an Editor I re- 


cently attended several religious gather- 
ings of very diverse shades of Christian 
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thought. In a meeting that was directed 
by men who are, according to their own 
testimony, the most fundamental of all 
Christians, there was an attack on the 
Africa Inland Mission that I could 
describe in no other terms than vicious. 
The attack hurt me so much as I heard 
it being delivered that there was a 
physical nausea in the pit of my stom- 
ach. It grieved me deeply to hear the 
attack, and to hear the speaker an- 
nounce, what amounts to blackmail, 
that if mission boards do not join him 
and follow his way of thinking they 
may expect to be cut from the lists of 
those receiving what he called “funda- 
mentalist money.” In the same lecture 
the critic blasted Billy Graham for 
working with churches that are not 
“one hundred per cent fundamental- 
list.” 


I have known the Africa Inland Mis- 
sion since my boyhood days. When I 
was no more than eighteen years of 
age I applied to the AIM to be sent 
to Africa as a missionary and they re- 
fused my application on the ground of 
my youth. In the course of the years 
that followed God opened up other 
doors for me, but I have never for- 
gotten the spiritual depth of their mis- 
sionaries that I knew in those days and 
the faithfulness of those whom I have 
known since who are at present in that 
mission. A few years ago I had the op- 
portunity of driving for hundreds of 
miles through the far eastern part of 
the Belgian Congo where this mission 
has many stations and saw the wonder- 
ful fruits of that work. 


The so-called reason for the vicious 
attack that is now made on these men 
and women of faith is that the AIM 
joined with some other missionaries in 
an organization that is condemned by 
the attacker. He distorted the truth 
and was guilty of violation of the Ninth 
Commandment, bearing false witness 
against true believers. Such an attack 
can be widely publicized and may 
cause some Christians to doubt. Our 
own church will make an extra con- 
tribution to the AIM this year to show 
our confidence in their work. It is 
hoped that they will not be black- 
mailed into compromise from their 
position of love and cooperation with 
other Christians. 


The President of the Africa Inland 
Mission council in the United States is 
Howard Ferrin of the Providence Bible 
Institute, while his counterpart for the 
English council is Philip Henman, one 
of the trustees of the Keswick conven- 
tion. 
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MISSIONARY CONFERENCE ; 


As a matter of interest for our subscribers we are pleased ‘to announce ‘ 
that the church of which I am the pastor in Philadelphia will have its an- 
nual missionary conference this month, Nov. 17-21. There will be mission- 
ary addresses each night at 7:30 p-m., Wednesday through Saturday. Two 
of our missionary couples will be represented as well as others. The special 
speaker for the conference is Mr. C. Stacey Woods, general secretary of 
the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students and IVCF-USA. Mr. 
Woods will speak briefly each night and will also speak both morning and 
evening on Sunday. If you can come, you will be most cordially welcome. 


As a part of the service, our congregation will be presenting its annual‘: 
offering and pledge for missions. It has been the custom for-my New York ~ 
Bible class to give in this offering for some years, Our readers who may-not 
have a church home through which they are giving to world missions are ~ 

_invited to send their offerings to ErERNiTy marked “for missionary offering” 
and we shall be delighted to add your gifts of this wider mpinigiry: to the 
gifts of our Philadelphia and New York members. 


No deduction whatever will be made from your gitts—they will go 100 
per cent to the support of Christ—honoring mission causes around ‘the 





SIN HAS NO SEX 


An act of sin is sin whether it comes 
in the life of a man or the life of a 
woman. Some time ago I received a 
letter from a man in Texas criticizing 
me roundly and soundly for an editor- 
ial in the January issue _ entitled 
“Divorce and Selfishness.” In that edi- 
torial I had taken a paragraph from a 
letter written by a woman and had 
pointed out that she was excusing her 
sin on grounds that were nothing but 
selfishness. My critic wrote me _ that 
ever since Adam “the male always, 
when public example of sin is to be 
made, puts a female in the limelight.” 


That is not always so. I wrote the 
editorial because the matter came be- 
fore me in a letter from a woman just 
as in the present case I write because 
the matter comes before me in a letter 
from a man. Sin has no sex; sin is sin 
no matter where it is found. 


The point I tried to make in that 
editorial; and in this one, because I 
deem it of such great importance, is 
that a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
must judge everything by the Word of 
God.: We: may not follow the dictates 
of our own consciences. A conscience 


can be trained.to sit up and beg like - 


any dog for its piece of sugar. We must 
judge all things by the Word of God. 
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In a Christian marriage one takes the 
partner for better or for worse. If the- 
worse should be that ‘a mate is hurt ib 
an accident and brought home as an 
invalid, it goes without saying that the 
life will become a hard, difficult task. 
Caring for a hopeless invalid for twenty 
years is a tremendous burden. But that 
is the triumph of true love—love for 
the Lord Jesus Christ and love for the 
injured invalid. Now if, instead of the 
accident that cripples, there comes 
some sin that cripples—such as drunken- 
ness—is the mate ta abandon the one 
that is so sick in sin and walk out on 
him or her? 


I did not write the Bible. God wroté 
His Word. All we can do is to show 
men what it teaches. In several inst- 
ances in my ministry I have prayed with 
young Christians who were starting 
Christian homes after there had been 
marriage and divorce while in the ‘un- 
saved state. That is understandable. 
But if we were to pray for a Christian 
who wished to start a new home whilé 
separated from a marriage which had 
been terminated while the individual 
was a believer, the only prayér could 
be that the Lord would show to him 
his departure from the Word of God, 
and that he should return to that-Word, 
no matter what it might lead:him to do 
in bringing his actions into line with 
the Word. eseagh: tinal 
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Don‘t win the argument and lose the person to whiin you are witnessing a 











CHRIST —THE HOPE 


BY EDMUND SCHLINK 


At the very opening of the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches which met in 
the latter part of August in Evanston, IIl., it was 
apparent that conservatives as well as liberals 
were going to have their say at the great ecu- 
menical gathering. This address by a noted Lu- 
theran theologian, presented here in abridged 
form, gives some inkling of the fact that strong 
voices were raised in behalf of a Biblical theol- 
ogy and the ultimate consummation of this age 
through the personal return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


HENEVER we ask about the future of the world, we 

come immediately and unavoidably in the New Testa- 

ment to the announcement of the end of the world: 
“The fashion of this world passeth away” (1 Cor. 7:31). 
“And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof” (2 
John 1:17). The New Testament further announces that 
great tribulation shall befall the world before it finally 
does pass away. War and hunger, the disintegration of all 
community, mass destruction and natural disasters are to 
be expected. We are told to watch for such things to occur. 
Wherever, then, people speak of the coming Christ as the 
hope of the world, they are always speaking of the end of 
the world. 


The Approaching End 

Against this proclamation of its end, the world defends 
itself by means of its own hopes. Even among Christians 
many have grown deaf to the proclamation of the world’s 
end. They dismiss it as mere Judaic-apocalyptic thinking. 
Yet it is clear that today people are afraid humanity is 
doomed. Everywhere the thoughts and dreams of men are 
filled with visions of the horror that may be waiting for us. 
Men fear that we shall see the return of the destruction of 
two world wars in even greater and more horrible forms. 
The further development of the atom bomb has opened 
before our eyes in a very clear and concrete way prospects 
of the end of humanity and the breaking asunder of the 
earth. It is just because it has made so much progress that 
mankind has reached the point beyond which it must not go. 

There is an essential difference, however, between the 
fears of modern men and the New Testament proclama- 
tion of the end of the world. Today we are afraid of men 


Edmund Schlink, a Lutheran, is professor of dogmatic theology at 
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theologians that prepared the report on the main theme of the 
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who may misuse the power entrusted to them and unleash 
horrible destruction upon the world. But in the New Testa- 
ment the calamities of the last days are not merely human 
misdoings nor are they the consequence of human dis- 
obedience. They are rather the activity of God Himself. 
In the New Testament it is God who will bring the end 
of the world. It is from God’s throne that the orders go out 
that send the apocalyptic riders over the earth (Rev. 6:1, 
3, 5, 7). They are the vials of the wrath of God which shall 
be poured out upon the earth (Rev. 16:1 ff.). God has 
given mankind “over to a reprobate mind to do those things 
which are not convenient” (Rom. 1:28). The end of the 
world is the day of divine judgment. 


Judgment Coming 

We are also told that God has given over to Jesus Christ 
this judgment over all human arrogance and presumption. 
Christ will come as the judge of the world. He will break in 
like a thief in the night (1 Thes. 5:4). He will pounce 
upon the world like an eagle on a dead carcass (Mt. 24:28). 
The appearance of Christ will mean the end of the world. 
Then “all kindreds of the earth shall wail” (Rev. 1:7). 
How, then, dare we speak of “Christ—-the Hope of the 
World”? 

If in our thinking about this subject we place the empha- 
sis on the preservation of this threatened world, then we 
shall miss the point of our assembly theme- completely. If 
we expect Christ to insure this world so that men may 
continue undisturbed their pursuit of liberty, may carry 
on their business and seek an improvement in their stand- 
ard of living, then Christ is not the hope of the world but 
rather the end of all the world’s hopes, for Christ is the 
end of the world. The name of Christ is taken in vain if it 
is used as a slogan in this world’s struggle for its own preser- 
vation. 

The decisive question is not how we can manage to avoid 
wars and disasters, but rather how we stand in God’s eyes. 
Our real threat does not come from men, “powers” or 
the forces of nature, but from God whose judgment no 
man can escape. The hidden root of our fear is fear of 
God, God who will bring to nothing the pride of this world. 
The important question is this: Is there any deliverance 
from God’s judgment? 


Christ Judged for the World 


We have no right to speak of Christ as the hope of the 
world unless we humble ourselves before God and recog- 
nize Him as the judge of the world. Surely we have de- 
served God’s judgment. We have not given God the honor 
which is His due. The unrighteousness, oppression and 
bloodshed which we have begotten defy description. The 
history of the church itself is not just a hymn of praise to 
God, but is again and again a scandal. “We have sinned, 
and have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and 
have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and 
from thy judgments” (Dan. 9:5). “If thou shouldst mark 
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” (Psa. 130:3). 
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OF THE WORLD 


Because He liberates us from its binding ties and calls us out; 


Our striving for a just order in society does not bring in Christ’s Kingdom 


Only when we have repented and confessed that we have 
wasted our life in God’s sight shall we ever know Christ as 
the hope of the world. ; 

Christ who is our hope is the Christ who was crucified. 
Look upon this man hanging on the cross of Golgotha, 
crowned with thorns, despised, rejected. Look upon this 
man with the disfigured body and the bloody countenance. 
Here is the perfect picture of all human misery and shame. 
Hear from His lips the cry, “I thirst”; “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” The good religious people 
have denounced Him; the government has condemned 
Him; all His friends have forsaken Him. But the deepest 
depth of His misery is that He is forsaken by God, aban- 
doned before the judgment seat of God. Yet this man Jesus 
Christ is not dying there for His own sin: “Surely be hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows . . . he was 
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties” (Isa. 53:4-5). God “has made him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

He who was judged for the world will appear as judge 
of the world. It is the same Christ who has borne the sins 
of the world who comes again into the world. He who died 
for the world intercedes at the throne of God for those 
who cry unto Him. It is to the crucified Lord we must cling 
and in the crucified Lord that we must hope. Only through 
faith in Him will we find salvation at the Day of Judgment 
and will we, in spite of our sins, be judged “not guilty.” 
For God has made Him who was crucified our righteousness. 


The Risen Lord 


Christ is our hope as the risen Lord. God raised from the 
dead Him who was crucified. In this act God declared Him- 
self for Jesus Christ: “This man alone died without sin. 
This is my Son.” God delivered Him from the bonds of 
death and set Him down in that life which is not bound 
by the limitations of this world. He is the new man. God 
has made Jesus Christ the victor over all His enemies, has 
lifted Him up and has “given unto him all power in heaven 
and earth” (Mt. 26:18). Christ is the Lord of the world, 
but Christ has not kept this victory for Himself. As He died 
for the world, so He rose again for the world. He con- 
quered the powers of sin and death that those who believe 
in Him might become victors too. 

Jesus Christ, then, is the hope of the world not because 
He guarantees the preservation of this world, but because 
He liberates us from all the binding ties of this world. 
Christ is the hope of the worid because He calls men out 
of the world. He gathers together from every corner of the 


November 1954 


earth His people whose members are strangers in this world 
and whose citizenship is in Heaven. Christ is the hope of 
the world insofar as the world no longer remains the world 
but is transformed through repentance and faith. Christ 
is the end of the world with its joy and its sorrow, and for 
just that reason He is the world’s hope, for as the world 
passes away He will bring to birth a new creation. 

Christ then comes again into the world as its judge and 
as its redeemer. We cannot rightly hope for Him as Saviour 
unless we also look to Him as judge. At the same time we 
cannot rightly fear Him as judge unless we also expect Him 
as Saviour. When He comes He will accept some and reject 
others. He will raise up some to life and some to death. To 
some He will say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,” and to 
others, “Depart from me, ye cursed” (Mt. 25:34, 41). 


Redemption Now 


This future separation is already happening now. By 
the preaching of the cross God ‘is already putting to shame 
the wisdom, virtue and power of this world, and saving 
the foolish, the unworthy and the helpless. “And these 
things of the world, and things which are despised, has 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
naught things that are” (1 Cor. 1:28). 

Even now the coming redemption is taking place through 
the gospel. Even now the faithful are in this world being 
acquitted before the future judgment. Through baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper the believer participates even now 
in the power of the coming -resurrection. He who is born 
again to a living hope through the Holy Spirit is even 
here and now a new creature. 

For this reason the days in which we live are the last 
days. In His resurrection Christ has broken through the 
limitations of this world and has been raised to become 
Lord over the world. All men and all powers are subject 
to Christ whether they know it or not and whether they 
recognize Him or revolt against Him. When He returns He 
will make His victory apparent to every eye and bring to 
an end all the revolt of this world. 


Action Born of Hope 

What does hoping in Christ mean? Hoping means not 
sleeping but watching with the utmost alertness. From the 
time of the apostles until our own day it has not been 
paralysis but action that characterized the life of those in 
whom Christian hope dwells, for we know not the hour of 
His coming. 


(Continued on page 37) 
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Pocket Testament League to launch campaign in Africa 


Student missionary convention planned for holidays 


Sudan threatens to oust missionaries and employ Moslems 


In January The Pocket Testament 
League will launch what it describes as 
the greatest Scripture distribution cam- 
paign of its career—taking the Word of 
God to Africa. 

Once known as “the dark continent,” 
Africa has emerged stumbling into the 
light of civilization only to be beaten 
backward by the staggering blows of al- 
most insurmountable social, economic 
and. political problems. Racism is per- 
haps Africa’s biggest problem—a bitter 
battle between white men and black men. 

The growing spirit of nationalism, 
while it finds peaceful avenues of ex- 
pression in some parts of Africa, has 
broken out in other places in such 
terrifying forms as the Mau Mau raids. 

The desire of the African for self- 
government is producing angry clashes 
between European rulers and native 
Africans. These clashes are becoming 
more and more frequent. 

The concept of apartheid (complete 
separation of white men from black 
men) is another tremendous problem. 
Many white men advocate apartheid as 
the solution to the racial problem. 
Others, including most of the black 
men, see it only as a way of prolonging 
white supremacy. 

In addition to the crushing political 
problems, Africa faces problems arising 
from widespread poverty, hunger caused 
by famine and backward methods of 
agriculture, and disease which stems 
from climatic conditions, lack of sanita- 
tion, and lack of proper medical educa- 
tion and treatment. 

Some observers—both white and black 
—voice strong fears that Africa’s prob- 
lems may prove too much for her—that 
they may burst suddenly into a wild, 
continent-wide rebellion of black against 
white. If this happens, they say, the 
white man will be driven into the sea 
and Africa will lapse back into its cen- 
turies-old darkness—a continent lost for- 
ever to the white man—and to the gos- 


pel. 
Observers are also warily watching the 
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growth of Communism in Africa. Com- 
munist agitators are already taking ad- 
vantage of the tensions and unrest in 
Africa to spread their malicious propa- 
ganda. The Communist timetable for 
world conquest, revealed in May, 1954, 
to the United States Congress, states that 
the Communists plan to gain control of 
Africa through revolution. 

The Pocket Testament League cam- 
paign has been urgently requested by 
mission leaders as a vital supplement to 
the mission work now being carried on. 
With ordinary missionary methods it 
may take years to reach these people. 
PTL leaders feel that mass evangelism 
and mass Scripture distribution can do 
the job that must be done in Africa in 
the time that is left. 


STUDENT MISSIONS CONCLAVE 

A most significant missionary gather- 
ing will be held during the Christmas 
holidays, Dec. 27 through Jan. 1, when 
the Fourth International Student Mis- 
sionary Convention, sponsored by Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship, Foreign 
Missions Fellowship and the Christian 
Nurses Fellowship, will be held at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana. Some 
1,600 students from universities, Bible 
institutes, and seminaries from the U. S., 
Canada and abroad are expected to at- 
tend. . 

Main speakers at the triennial meet- 
ing, according to David H. Adeney, 
missionary secretary of IVCF, will in- 
clude Dr. A. W. Tozer, editor of the 
Alliance Weekly; Dr. Samuel H. Moffett, 
Presbyterian missionary to China; the 
Rev. Arthur Glasser, CIM missionary 
and faculty member at Columbia Bible 
College; Dr. Paul White, general secre- 
tary of the Australian IVCF, former 
medical missionary in Africa and author 
of the Jungle Doctor books, the Rev. 
Alan Redpath, pastor of Moody Church, 
Chicago; the Rev. William Nagenda, 
national Christian leader in Uganda, 
British East Africa; and C. Stacey 


- Woods, general secretary of IVCF. 


GUDAN MAY OUST MISSIONARIES 


The Sudan is planning to oust all 
Christian missionaries and replace them 
with Moslem instructors as soon as the 
British quit control over the 1,000,000- 
square-mile territory. 

A dispatch from Khartoum to New 
Commonwealth, London publication 
specializing in imperial questions, said 
that the tropical colony’s school system 
is also scheduled to be “Arabized.” Su- 
danese officials are in Cairo, the publica- 
tion declared, recruiting teachers for 
service after the plebiscite two years 
hence. The Sudanese then will choose 
national independence, union with 
Egypt or association with Britain. 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


After announcement in most of the 
religious publications of the country that 
Dr. Harold John Ockenga would resign 
Boston’s Park Street Church and become 
full-time president of Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., it now can 
be officially stated that the famed evan- 
gelical leader will not leave his pulpit. 

Instead Dr.’ Edward John Carnell has 
been established as president of the 
seminary and Ockenga has been named 
chairman of the board of trustees . . . 
Don Moomaw, all-American football 
star, has turned down sky-high bids to 
enter professional football, and has en- 
rolled- in Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary . . . Dr. Bob Pierce, president of 
World Vision, Inc., has been called to 
Korea to conduct a nation-wide evan- 
gelistic campaign . . . The Rev. Horace 
L. Fenton, Jr., field director in Costa 
Rica for the Latin America Mission, has 
been requested to take charge of the 
mission’s home administration and repre- 
sent the work in the U. S. for a year... 
Dr. Jack Shuler, Methodist evangelist, 
has just concluded a successful campaign 
in Bellingham, Wash. . . . Film stars Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans gave testimony 
to their faith in Christ at every grand- 
stand performance during their recent 
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appearance at the Canadian. National 
Exhibition in Toronto. 


BILLY GRAHAM IN NEW ORLEANS 

Billy Graham was well into his New 
Orleans campaign after concluding the 
best attended four-week crusade of his 
career in Nashville, Tenn. 

Aggregate attendance for the meetings 
in the Tennessee capital reached 655,000, 
with “6,859 decisions for Christ.” Some 
60,000 crowded into and around Vander- 
bilt University’s football stadium for 
the final service which experts said was 
the largest audience ever assembled in 
Nashville for any event. 

The spotlight was still strong upon the 
youthful evangelist as articles continued 
to be published about him in the lead- 
ing periodicals of the U. S. Representa- 
tive Ruth Thompson of Michigan has 
been advocating a Congressional ap- 
propriation to finance another world 
trip for him on the theory that his 
preaching does more for world peace 
than foreign aid. 

There is no doubt that Billy Graham 
has his return trip to Europe much on 
his heart, even though there is no lilgli- 
hood of the Michigan Congresswoman’s 
suggestion ever coming to pass. After 
New Orleans, the Graham team will 
conduct brief meetings in November in 
some of the principal cities of the West 
Coast. 

At the annual session of the National 
Baptist Convention U. S. A., a negro 
denomination, it was suggested that 
negro churches join with white congre- 
gations in sponsoring Graham in city- 
wide campaigns. It was somewhat of a 
new note since most colored groups have 
long been emphasizing race relations al- 
most to the exclusion of other truth. 


UPROAR IN CANADA 

Despite protests that it is not an at- 
tack on the Roman Catholic Church, 
a newly published 64-page booklet, is- 
sued by the United Church of Canada, 
is making news across the Dominion. 


But just the same the Toronto Globe 
and Mail headlined the issuance of the 
publication, “What Is the Difference?” 
with this streamer: “United Church Ac- 
cuses Rome of Hindering Quest for 
God.” An additional sub-title read: 
“Veneration of Relics Called Idolatry.” 

So the battle was on, with the Rev. 
W. G. Berry, associate secretary of the 
United Church’s Board of Evangelism 
and Social Service, insisting that no at- 
tack was implied. But James Cardinal 
McGuigan, Archbishop of Toronto, pro- 


_nounced it “an attack on the Roman 


Catholic Church” and said that he felt it 
was “‘ill-timed, futile and even harmful.” 

Berry said that the United Church 
was doing “what the Roman Catholic 
Church itself had invited Protestants to 
do.” 
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“It asks them in a recent advertise- 
ment,” -he said, “to ‘investigate the 
Catholic Church.’ 

“We are asking our people to do this, 
but of course from our point of view . . . 
We have set forth the issues to be studied 
in what we believe to be a manner 
which avoids bigoted attitudes and have 
made every effort to be fair and just 
in every judgment expressed.” 


CAMBODIAN BIBLE PUBLISHED 

In the midst of the unsettled situation 
of the Far East, the British and For- 
eign Bible Society has published the 
first Cambodian Bible. Fifty copies were 
flown out to Indo-China for distribution 
in 50 Cambodian churches and the re- 
mainder of the edition was to follow im- 
mediately. The translation of the Bible 
is the work of the Rev. A. H. Hammond 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
aided by David Ellison, principal of the 
Bible School at Battambang; and Mrs. 
Floyd Peterson. ~ 


SHORT WAVE FREQUENCY FOR TIFC 

One night in Costa Rica last summer, 
a drunk wandered into the home of a 
friend who. was listening to the radio. 
Just at that moment two men in the 
studios of missionary radio station TIFC 
were singing “The Old Rugged Cross” 
in Spanish. And in His own mysterious 
way God used that song to bring about 
the conversion and drastic change of that 
drunk. 

Experiences like this—multiplied by 
dozens—are what have encouraged the 
Latin America Mission toward steady 
increase of its radio witness in Costa 
Rica. In August, as part of its expansion 
program, the station added a new short- 
wave frequency to its outreach. 

Listeners in the U. S., Canada and 
throughout the world can now hear 
TIFC on the 49 meter short wave band 
at 6.037 kilocycles, as well as the former 
short wave frequency of 9.645 on the 
31 meter band. TIFC is on the air twelve 
hours a day in Spanish, plus an addi- 
tional hour of choice English gospel pro- 
grams each night from 10 to 11. 


NAE LAUNCHES SHARE WEEK 

Following the pattern established by 
many national organizations for annual 
appeals for assistance to special objec- 
tives, of which the Red Cross, Cancer 
Fund, March of Dimes, and CARE are 
examples, the evangelicals of America 
are inaugurating the national observance 
of SHARE Week. The date will be Nov- 
ember 7 through 14. 

During SHARE Week appeals will be 
made by radio, television, press, and in 
many churches for funds to meet some 
of the most critical needs of overseas 
evangelical work. 

SHARE was incorporated as a na- 
tional vehicle through which aid may be 
extended. Priority will be given to re- 


quests of the official leaders of the many 


cooperative evangelical associations and 
fellowships which have been organized 
in other countries. The policy will be to 
make grants to projects which will be , 
helpful to all churches and missions in 
each country, rather than to those which. 
are of only local importance. Requests 
for aid will be reviewed by the Com- 
mission on International Relations of 
the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals. 

Gifts may be sent to SHARE, Box 99, 
Boston 1, Mass., and are tax deductible. 


BATTLE FOR THE NEWLY LITERATE 

The world’s eighteen Bible societies 
face one of the most critical periods in 
their history because of conflict with 
Communist interests, says the Rev. E. M. 
B. Wheelock, secretary of the New 
Brunswick auxiliary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

“As the result of new teaching methods 
invented by Dr. Frank Laubach, who is 
able to teach a man to read in any 
language in one week, it is estimated 
that 15,000,000 illiterate persons are be- 
ing taught to read each year and that in 
fifty years adult illiteracy will have van- 
ished from the world,” Wheelock said. 

“Many of the languages are being 
written for the first time. The Commun- 
ists are taking advantage of this situa- 
tion to rush in atheistic books in the 
new languages, and it is the problem of 
the societies to get the Bible translated 
into the languages and distributed be- 
fore the Communist propaganda has had 
time to take root.” 


BIBLE CLASS BY CANDLELIGHT 

Even Hurricane Carol did not hinder 
the meeting of a little group in Maine 
who are banded together to listen regu- 
larly to The Bible Study Hour. Although 
they were without electricity for several 
days, they busied themselves with carting 
away a favorite apple tree that was 
blown down in the storm. Then there 
was the disking, fertilizing and seeding 
of a new field. 

On a Wednesday evening the Bible 
class gathered around the kitchen table 
with a candle for light. In the midst 
of their difficulties after the storm, they 
took time for the Word of God. Yes, 
and one item of business: They voted to 
send $10 to The Bible Study Hour. 


CRIME RATE MOUNTING TO NEW HIGH 

Unless the present rise in the crime 
rate is halted, 1954 will see a new all- 
time record for lawlessness in the United 
States, Director J. Edgar Hoover of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation has 
warned. 

Hoover said statistics compiled by the 
FBI showed an increase of 8.4 percent in 
the number of crimes committed during 
the first half of 1954, as compared with 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Here are some recommendations by a talented Christian 


musician on building your home library of recordings 


was only natural that in response to my article on the 
need for the highest standards in choosing music for the 
services of the church some questions should arise as to 
just what type of music was meant. It has been pointed out, 
and with some justification, that taste in music, as in every- 
thing else, is a very personal thing. Just because I happen to 
like a piece of music does not necessarily mean that you 
like it. It does not even mean that you should like it, ac- 
cording to some viewpoints. 

This is, of course, partly true. It is well to remember, 
however, that there are certain accepted canons of taste 
which have stood the test of time, and we may be pretty 
generally guided by these canons, even if, within their 
boundaries, we may allow ourselves certain divergencies of 
opinion. 

All art, as all life, reduces itself in the final analysis to a 
question of vitality. As Christians we know this well, for 
we have the supreme and only source of vitality within us: 
the life of Christ. When I say that “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” I am expressing an accomplished fact which I have 
proved in my own life to be literally true. 

Music to be used for the praise of God must in some 
way partake of this same vitality, and it is the joy of the 
Christian to realize that there are vast quantities of magni- 
ficent music written for the services of the church. If we 
add to this the large amount of instrumental music which 
has deep underlying religious significance, we appreciate 
that we do indeed possess a wonderful musical heritage as a 
part of the “all things” which our God has given us “richly 
to enjoy.” 

The best way to learn to recognize the vital quality of 
fine music is te hear it frequently. We like what we know, 
and if we know the best in art we will become impatient 
with anything less. It is true also that inferior music dulls 
our sensibilities and makes us unable to appreciate the 
finest. 

In these days of fine recordings and excellent record-play- 
ing equipment, no one need be without a home library of 
musical masterpieces. I should like to make a few sugges- 
tions for your record library of music which I consider 
indispensable. 

First of all, the towering musical master of all time 
must surely be represented in your library. I refer, of 


14 Peace is the possession of adequate resources 


By Robert Elmore 


Organist, Church of the Holy Trinity, Philadelphia 


course, to Johann Sebastian Bach, the giant whose profound 
utterances have yet to be surpassed. Bach was a devout 
Christian, a product of the Reformation, and much of his 
work was written directly for the Lutheran Church. You 
will surely want some of his choral music, for his cantatas, 
written for every Sunday of the church year, express every 
phase of the Christian life. These are too numerous to 
mention in the limits of this article, but I might suggest 
that one of my particular favorites is the Ascensientide 
Cantata, No. 11, “Praise Our God.” This may be had in a 
fine London recording (LPS 160) with the late great 
contralto, Kathleen Ferrier, singing the wonderful alto solo. 

There are fine recordings of both of the great Passions: 
the one according to St. Matthew and the other according 
to St. John. The latter is done superlatively well by Robert 
Shaw and his choral and orchestral forces in Victor album 
LM 6103, and the former is now available in a quite recent 
and truly wonderful recording on Westminster records: 
WAL 401. This is conducted by Hermann Scherchen. These 
works will stir you more and more as you become better 
acquainted with them and realize the colossal insight with 
which Bach treats the Crucifixion story. 

No list could be complete without mentioning what is 
perhaps the greatest masterpiece of all time, the Bach B 
Minor Mass. Bach, a Lutheran, never intended this for 
ecclesiastical performance; its dimensions are too large, for 
one thing. But he chose the text as a statement of faith (the 
same text which you can find in English as the Communion 
Service of the Episcopal Church in the Book of Common 
Prayer) and underscored it with music which touches all 
heights, all depths and all immensities. This is not for 
casual listening, but if you are willing to approach this 
music reverently, on your knees, so to speak, I can highly 
recommend Scherchen’s performance on Westminster Album 
WAL 301. There is also an earlier recording, very fine, by 
Shaw in an RCA album. 


There are so many fine recordings of the Beethoven and 
Brahms symphonies that I hesitate to single any out as 
being extraordinary. Let me mention, however, the Beetho- 
ven Mass in C Major as being worthy of your attention and 
very little known by the general public. This is available on 


Polydor Vox, PL 6300, in a sturdy performance conducted - 


by Moralt. This is expressive, accessible music, and a worthy 
introduction to the incredible Missa Solémnis, also by 
Beethoven, which you will surely want in the Toscanini 
performance on RCA. 
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For a lesser known Brahms work, let me suggest an exam- 
ple of his chamber music, the delicious Quintet in F Minor, 
available in a just-released Capitol recording, P 8269, by 
the Hollywood String Quartet with Victor Aller, piano. 
This, by the way, is one of these technically superlative 
records that will give you the feeling that you are sitting 
right in the midst of the players. 


The Brahms’ Requiem is not a liturgical work, but rather 
one based on texts which Brahms himself selected as a 
basis. for his meditations on the mysteries of life and death. 
I have a strong affection for the flavorful Viennese perform- 
ance conducted by Von Karajan on Columbia SL-157. 


While on the subject of choral music, let me suggest a 
great contemporary work: Belshazzar’s Feast, by the English 
composer, William Walton. This is available in a spectacular 
performance and recording on Westminster, WL 5248. You 
may think you do not care for “modern music”—whatever 
that much-abused expression means—but I am quite sure 
you will find the sweep and power of this music irresistible. 


For a fine romantic symphony I would recommend the 
Rachmaninoff Second Symphony (not the Second Piano 
Concerto, which you probably have heard too often) as 
performed by Ormandy and the Philadelphians on Colum- 
bia ML 4433. This is not only a deeply affecting piece of 
music, but also a wonderful example of how an orchestra 
should sound. 


As an organist, I am interested in how an organ should 
sound, and there is a fine disc available from the Aeolian- 
Skinner Organ Company, Boston 25, Mass., called “The 
King of Instruments, Vol. I.” You will hear well-played 
illustrations of various types of tone possible on the modern 
organ, coupled with excellent, spoken commentary. Vol. II 
with more musical examples has just been released, and 
though I have not heard it yet, I am told it is even better 
than the first volume, which is saying a lot. I suppose this 
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Johann Sebastian Bach and his family relaxing in informal practice. Five of his sons became noted composers. 





sort of thing is more interesting to the organist than to the 
layman, but if you have anything to do with buying a new 
organ for your church, or ever expect to, by all means hear 
this record. Any one of our leading organ builders can 
build you a fine organ, but they must have the cooperation 
of an informed music committee. 

There are, by the way, many many fine records of organ 
music available today. I cannot even begin to mention 
them, they are so numerous. Virgil Fox and Power Biggs 
are two of the great artists whose names come immediately 
to mind. Some of the recordings of organ in combination 
with other instruments may give you ideas of possibilities 
for special occasions in your own church. One of my favorite 
records, a veritable little gem, is the record called Medita- 
tions, played by William Primrose, violist, with Vernon De 
Tar, organist (considered by. many to be the finest church 
musician in New York City). The music they play is all sim- 
ple and direct, but artistically done. This is a Columbia 
disc, AAL 33. 

I realize that this list is far from complete, and is, in fact, 
most notable for its omissions. Many of the greatest names 
in music have not been mentioned I know. Such names as 
Palestrina, Tschaikowsky, Mozart, Handel, Haydn and 
many others should all be included. There are several fine 
recordings of the Handel Messiah, many recordings of the 
symphonies by Tschaikowsky and others, good renditions of 
the Haydn oratories and the Palestrina choral works. 

But let me close by calling to your attention two modern 
masterpieces which might otherwise escape your notice. 
They are the profound Sixth Symphony by Vaughan 
Williams and the mystical Ascension Suite by Messiaen. 
Conducted with penetration by Stokowski on Columbia 
ML 4214, these works, both deep religious examples of 
contemporary art, are written in contemporary idiom but 
illuminated by the ageless spiritual vitality without which 
no art is great or worthy. END 
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MEDITATIONS 
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THY SILVER IS BECOME DROSS (1:22) 

Silver to dross; wine to water—this is the picture of 
Israel's departure from the Lord. In the literal sense we 
can understand how that which is of value had become 
that which is of no value. In the symbolical sense there is 
expressed the idea that the cream of the people, the rulers 
and the judges, had passed through a moral deterioration 
which left the nation without guidanée. The effects of wide- 
spread sin can soon be found on a national scale. “Right- 
eousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people” (Prov. 14:34). One of the greatest facts of history 
is the rise and fall of nations, and a careful student of his- 
tory can see the same pattern of victory and strength, fol- 
lowed by pride, ease and vice, followed by dross and over- 
turn. * 


Lord, keep our nation righteous. 


YOUR PRINCES ARE REBELS. (1:23) 

The rebellion was against the divine law. They wanted 
to run their lives to suit themselves, The result was that 
they soon came to the place where they mixed with the 
thieves of the day. We have seen the same thing in our 
own nation where judges have been found consorting with 
gamblers, and eminent politicians seen at racetracks with 
gangsters and criminals. In Hebrew the two nouns. are 
very similar, sounding in the ear'somewhat as though it had 
been written, “Thy rulers are unruly,” or, “Thy: lawyers 
are lawless.” The leaders loved bribes and ran after gifts. 
It was the equivalent of the kickback, or something under 
the table in our own government setup. The result was 
that the cases that interested those willing to pay bribes 
were dealt with immediately, while those involving the 
needy were forgotten. 

Lord, give us righteous rulers. 


THE Lord, THE LORD OF HOSTS, 
THE MIGHTY ONE OF ISRAEL (1:24) 

A solemn warning is issued in the name of the Trinity. 
The three names are significant. The first is haAdon, 
the word for the Master, the Sovereign, introduced by the 
letter which signifies the breath, the Spirit. The second 
name is Jehovah Sabaoth, the Eternal of the Armies. The 
third name is the Mighty One of Israel, and is found only 
in Isaiah. There is an evident reference to Genesis where 
God revealed Himself as the Mighty One of Jacob (cf. 
Gen. ‘49:24; Isa. 49:26; 60:16). The significance is that 
the Lord God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
having planned the calling and blessing of His people, can- 
not tolerate the presumptuous sins of a people called to 
holiness. He must react. 

Lord, keep us from sins of presumption. 


16 ; Pure love divests man of himself and reclothes him with Jesus Christ 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


| WILL EASE ME OF MINE ADVERSARIES (1:24) 

This verse is one of the most terrible in the Bible, both 
because of the action described and because of the solemn- 
ity of the statement. God describes Himself elsewhere as 
trampling evil men as grapes beneath the feet of the wine- 
presser. (Isa. 63:1-6), and as vomiting the lukewarm from 
His mouth (Rev. 3:16). Here the Hebrew word is nothing 
less than that used for the bodily function of elimination 
of refuse. There is the acme of disgust and disdain in the 
expression. How base the human heart really is may be 
seen in the fact that in spite of such warnings as these, man 
goes on in his utmost stupidity, following his own way 
that leads to a judgment which is inevitable and terrible, 
and which he ignores only because it is not yet visible. 
Man lives as though God did not see him, and, as divine 
revelation has it, “God is not in all his thoughts” (Psa. 
10:4). 

Lord, teach us the divine horror of sin. 


AND | WILL TURN MY HAND UPON THEE (1:25) 


Sin must be fully judged. If rebellion continues judgment 
must continue. The picture in this text is of a man slap- 
ping the face of another with the palm of the hand swing- 
ing back with a second slap with the back of the hand. He 
then changes the figure of speech. The Hebrew says (as in 
the RSV), “I will smelt away your dross as with lye, and 
remove all your alloy.” God’s purpose in slapping men is 
to bring men to judgment and then to blessing. The primary 
application of this verse is to say He would strike Jerusalem 
until the city would one day be pure. The spiritual applica- 
tion for us is that He chastises us “for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of His holiness” (Heb. 12:10). If He 
must use the terrible alkaline of lye, the purpose is that 
the metal may be without dross and without alloy. 

Lord, strike whenever and wherever needed. 


| WILL RESTORE . . . AS AT THE FIRST (1:26) 

God’s plan can never be thwarted nor His promises 
nullified. The sin of His people could bring judgment upon 
them, judgment that has already lasted for more than 3000 
years, but it could not cancel the divine purpose. At the 
first He had called His people and ordained that they 
should be governed by judges. The people were to live 
in simplicity, judged without pomp or ostentation by men 
chosen to stand between them and God. But Israel saw 
other nations with kings. They saw the pomp of royal 
guards and the deference accorded to nobles and the awe 
in which kings were held. They coveted this type of thing 
for themselves (1 Sam. 8:5). God allowed them to have 
their way but announced that it was because the people 
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had rejected Him (1 Sam. 8:7), and that their kings would 
oppress them. But here we have an announcement of His 
grace. He will return to His personal control of His people. 

Lord, we want no guide but Thee. 


AFTERWARD YOU SHALL BE CALLED THE 
CITY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (1:26) 

God always has the far end in view. The Puritans said 
that “Truth is in order to goodness,” and they understood 
by that that the only purpose of the giving of divine truth 
was in order to produce goodness in the hearer. Our pass- 
age in Isaiah would indicate that all of God’s dealing with 
us, whether of truth and goodness or of judgment and 
chastisement are for the purpose of bringing righteousness 
to dominate in us. We have been predestined to be con- 
formed to the image of God’s Son (Rom. 8:29), and fore- 
ordained to walk in good works (Eph. 2:9). This is why 
we can be confident that He who begins a good work in 
us will keep on perfecting it until the day of Jesus Christ 
(Phil. 1:6). This is why the path of the just is as the shin- 
ing light which shines more and more unto the perfect day 
(Prov. 4:18). . 
Lord, at all costs bring us into Thy righteousness. 


DESTRUCTION . . . SHALL BE TOGETHER (1:27,28) 
The Hebrew has not been well translated here. “Zion 
shall be redeemed with justice, and those who return to 
her with righteousness.” It is speaking of the remnant that 
shall be gathered from afar. The city shall be righteous, 
and the people brought back after long wanderings shall 
be righteous also. But the transgressors, that is the rebels 
who are willfully wicked, and the sinners, those who err 
through lack of moral strength, shall be destroyed alike 
and together. And the spiritual sinners, those who forsake 
the Lord, shall be consumed. Evil may be separated into 
categories and men may classify judgments that they think 
are punishments that fit the crime, but to God all sin is 
sin and must be purged from His kingdom and judged com- 
pletely. All who have not fled to Christ will be judged and 
consumed together. All who have been placed in Christ 
are covered by Him and will be brought to complete right- 
eousness. 
Lord, see us ever in Christ. 


ASHAMED OF THE OAKS (1:29-31) 

A close study of the trees in the Bible reveals that the 
nations around Israel had adopted the most degenerate 
form of sex worship. A study of the forty verses in which 
the “groves” are mentioned will show this. These were not 
groves at all but Ashera, stumps of trees carved in the image 
of a phallus. This is proved by 2 Kings 17:10 where God 
accuses His people of setting them up under “every green 
tree.” Baalam knew that sex would lead to idolatry and 
taught Balak to seduce God’s people in this way (Num. 22). 
There is a hint in the Hebrew meanings that the “abomin- 
ation of desolation” spoken of by Daniel the prophet (Mt. 
24:15) will restore this worship. We know that when God’s 
people see the abomination they will at once turn back to 
God. Here is the prophecy that those who have gone aside 
after these gods shall become as a dying tree, and a water- 
less garden. The idol and the maker shall be as spark and 
tinder and shall burn together. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thine hatred of evil. 


THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD’S HOUSE (2:2) 

A good concordance will show that the word mountain 
is one of the Bible symbols for government. The announce- 
ment that the government of the Lord’s temple will be over 
all other governments is the revelation that God will indeed 
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bring all power under His Son and restore righteous govern- 
ment to this earth. This shall come to pass “in the last 
days.” The Hebrew clearly refers to the end days, the days 
of the Messiah in His second coming. What a joy it is for 
us to know that the future is not a vacuum and that we 
do not face it as the worldlings who wonder what is going 
to come to pass. Christ is our future and He is the Noble- 
man who shall bring His kingdom from Heaven (Lk. 19:12). 
It shall be established on the top of all other systems of 
power, whether political, ethical or religious. There wili 
be no power but that of God. 


Lord we thank Thee that all 
power belongs to Thee (Psa. 62:11). 


ALL NATIONS SHALL FLOW UNTO IT (2:2) 

The movements of peoples are set forth in Scripture as the 
smooth flowing of a stream. There are eight different words 
in Hebrew which are translated flow in our Old Testament. 
This word originally meant to sparkle, to be cheerful, and 
hence, from the sheen of a running stream to flow. This 
word is used only six times in the Bible. Once it is said 
that the nations shall no longer flow to Baal (Jer. 51:44), 
and the other times all speak of the flowing of the nations 
to God. The flow of the Adamic nature is stopped and the 
flow of the Holy Spirit comes in flooding all. “They shall 
come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together 
to the goodness of the Lord . . . and their soul shall be as 
a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all” 
(Jer. 31:12). In the Psalms the word is translated lightened, 
“They looked unto me, and were lightened” (Psa. 34:5). 

Lord, may we flow toward Thee. 


COME... THAT HE MAY TEACH US HIS WAYS (2:3) 
The world knows little about God because it has been 
interested only in what we might call the philosophy of 
God and has not been willing to learn the ways of God. The 
subject of the ways of God is one of the most important 
in the Bible, and a knowledge of the ways of God is of im- 
portance parallel to the knowledge of the doctrines of God. 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the Heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8,9). The ways 
of God would include what He thinks and acts and why 
He thinks and acts as He does. They would include not 
only the secret motives of His sovereign being but also 
the manner in which He works to bring to pass all that He 
has determined. After His coming men will seek His ways. 
Lord, even now teach us Thy ways. 


OUT OF ZION SHALL GO FORTH THE LAW (2:3) 

There have been those who have attempted to explain 
all prophecy in terms of the Church. Such an attempt is 
almost ludicrous in the light of the complete terms of 
prophetic truth. For the context of this promise concerning 
Zion and Jerusalem is a warless world with all the nations 
flowing to Jerusalem to learn of the ways of God. This has 
never been remotely approached in the two thousand 
years of church history and it would be the height of folly 
to say that it is in our future. There could be no greater 
pessimism than to be forced to think that we would have to 
continue at the pace of the last twenty centuries, for the 
number of people who have become even professing Chris- 
tians has never kept up with the population growth of 
the world. There are far more unsaved on the earth today 
than at any time in history. But, praise God, He will fulfill 
His Word and Jerusalem shall be the fountain from which 
all blessings shall flow. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Christ will come again. 
(Continued on page 40) 
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CHAPTER 10 part 2 


GOD ANNOUNCES VICTORY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


the doctrine of election, you may be sure that it is a 

carry-over from their old carnal mind which is enmity 
against God. They are forced to-delete great sections from 
the Word of God in order to eliminate the doctrine, and, 
what is more, they are forced to deny the doctrine, which 
is found throughout all the Bible, that man fell all the 
way, not part way, and that he is dead, totally dead, in 
trespasses and sins. But we must not be astonished, for it 
is merely an illustration of the great desire of fallen man 
to be exalted and to take some of the credit for salvation 
to himself. 

We have long since adopted the old-fashioned method of 
the seesaw to test all doctrines. When children are riding 
two ends of a plank on a seesaw, we know that if one end is 
down the other is up, and if the first is up the second is 
down. So it is in the matter of all doctrines. There is an 
entire set of doctrinal interpretations which exalts man 
and abases God, and there is another set that exalts God 
and abases man. We may be absolutely sure that the path 
of truth, in every case, exalts God. How far did man fall? 
Only part way, say some, so that he still has the power 
within his lovable self to lift himself back to God. Man is 
up in that interpretation, and God is down. But did man 
fall all the way, so that not one man could ever have been 
saved unless God had moved to do it all? That abases 
man to the place where God has said he is, but it exalts 
God; and that is the true interpretation of the Word of 
God. The same rule of interpretation may be applied to all 
the doctrines in theology. 

Thus we understand why, in the same verse which an- 
nounced that there would be hatred placed between Satan 
and mankind, God declared that Satan would be destroyed 
by One who would be the offspring of the woman, and, that 
the Saviour would be bruised in His crushing of the enemy. 
Here is the announcement of the method whereby God 
could save a sinner, without any violation of His own holi- 
ness and justice. For God to send the whole of the human 
race to the lake of fire would not have involved any in- 
justice; for God to take even one sinner into Heaven 
would pollute Heaven if no way were found for changing 
the sinner back into the likeness of a holy God. 


We you find Christians who show antagonism toward 


Two Factors 


In the strategy of God, then, there are two factors: the 
election of some, not all, of the descendants of Adam to a 
place beside Himself in Heaven; and the proclamation of 
the just and righteous basis for this procedure. At the same 
time, there is the proclamation of the absolute responsibility 


18 The secret of a happy home is Christ 


of the individual. Some may think that there is a contradic- 
tion between these two statements, but we shall resolve any 
dilemma that may appear on the surface to exist between 
the two sides of this great question. 

That God elects only some is evident in the world round 
about us as well as in the Word of God. We do not even 
pause to give attention to the claims of those, like the 
Seventh. Day Adventists and Jehovah’s Witnesses, who deny 
eternal punishment, while admitting the practical fact that 
only part of the human race will be saved. 


Two Questions 


For those who have given their faith over to the Word of 
God and who are not quite sure of what it teaches and there- 
fore of what they do believe, we have two questions, the 
considered answers to which will clarify any Christian’s 
thought in this matter. The first questions is this: Ten 
million years from now, when you are in Heaven, assuming 
that time is long past, the judgments of God are completed 
and eternity has long begun, will there be any child of 
Adam there who was not chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4)? The answer must be 
in the negative. The second question is equally pertinent: 
Will any one who was thus chosen in Christ fail to be there 
at that time? Again the answer must be in the negative. The 
logical conclusion must then be drawn: there will be in 
Heaven the elect of God, chosen in Christ. If God had not 
moved thus, Satan would have won the invisible war. 

I put these two questions to a ‘woman missionary who was 
in despair because she, her husband and their fellow workers 
saw almost no fruit of their labors among the followers of 
Mohammed. Other missionaries, a few miles away among 
the pagan tribes of Africa were able to count their believers 
by the thousands. I pointed out that if God had sent the 
various missionaries, each to the other field, the numbers 
of the saved would have been just the same. The mission- 
aries who saw a thousand saved in central Nigeria would 
have seen three saved in Islamic Kano, while the mission- 
aries who have seen three saved in Kano would have won a 
thousand in the other field. The Church of Jesus Christ in 
the last century and a half has spent a hundred million 
dollars on Mohammedan missions and has seen only a few 
converts. The reason is that God, in His inscrutable provi- 
dence, hs not chosen many Mohammedans. If we are going 
to commit the folly of believing otherwise, we are forced 
to the conclusion that the salvation of individuals is 
based on the zeal of the missionary and that the Church has 
sent poor missionaries to Mohammedan lands and good ones 
elsewhere. The fact is that some of God’s most devoted 
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servants have spent their lives in being a savor of death 
unto death (2 Cor. 2:16) to the world of Islam, and to 
fulfill the plan of God. 


The Basis of Selection 


What, then, is the basis on which God selects those that 
shall be with Him in Heaven? The answer is found clearly 
in the Bible, especially in the epistle to the Romans. 

In order to understand this declaration, let us stop a 
moment and set forth a brief resume of the teachings of 
this greatest of all the epistles. Chapter one shows that all 
the Gentiles are under the wrath of God. Chapter two pre- 
sents the same truth as it affects the Jews. Chapter three 
begins by lumping all mankind together and showing all 
to be lost, then clearly presenting the cross of Jesus Christ 
as the basis for the pardon granted by God. Chapter four 
illuminates the doctrine of salvation by grace apart from 
any righteousness in the individual by drawing illustrations 
from the lives of Abraham and David. Chapter five shows 
the results of the implanting of new life in the one to whom 
God imputes righteousness in Christ, and begins the story 
of the struggle between the old life of Adam and the new 
life of Christ; this teaching carries us through the sixth 
and seventh chapters. In the eighth chapter the great con- 
clusions are drawn: the man who is justified is freed from 
all condemnation as he is looked upon as being in Christ, 
and nothing can be laid to his charge or separate him from 
the love of God. 


What of the Jews? 


Immediately there arises a question. If this be so—if the 
gifts of God are on the ground of His sovereign grace, 
totally apart from anything in man, why has God cast off 
Israel? The answer is that He has not; Israel is merely set 
aside for a time awaiting the day when God shall restore 
His ancient people to a place of usefulness in the midst of 
His plan. This question is answered in the next three 
chapters—nine to eleven—which contain our greatest passage 
on election. The remaining chapters from the twelfth to 
the end are occupied with the principles of living that 
grow out of our high and holy position as the chosen of 
God, and the practical application of these principles to the 
daily life of the believer. 

In answering the question about the assured position of 
those who are called of God, the Word declares that the 
work which God does in any heart chosen by Him is done 
forever, “for the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance” (Rom. 11:29). And the principle on which 
He has chosen the elect is locked in the sovereignty of His 
own being. He has done that which He pleased to do, ane 
He has not been pleased to give us any reason for His 
choice. “When Rebecca also had conceived by one, even 
by our father Isaac; for the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth; it was said unto her, The elder shall 
serve the younger, as it is written, Jacob have I loved and 
Esau have I hated” (Rom. 9:10-13). . 


God’s Love for Jacob 


There is an old anecdote about this passage which puts 
it in its proper perspective. The story goes that a skeptic 
approached a Christian with a sneer that the Bible could 
not be true because of this passage. “ ‘Esau have I hated!’” 
said the skeptic. “Imagine that in the Bible, spoken about 
a God who is said to be love!” The Christian replied that 
there was, indeed, a great difficulty in the verses; and the 
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skeptic complimented him on his willingness to admit it. 
“But,” replied the Christian, “there is no difficulty at all 
in the phrase you have quoted. Esau was a hateful sinner, 
and we couldn’t have much respect for a God who would 
love him in his unchanged and -unchangeable condition: 
God in His justice must find an Esau hateful. The great 
difficulty lies in the preceding phrase, ‘Jacob have I loved,’ 
for Jacob was a liar and a swindler, and the fact that God 
could manifest love toward him constitutes our real prob- 
lem. This can be understood only in the light of the death 
of Jesus Christ.” 

There is truly a great problem! That God loved Jacob is 
a wonder surpassed only by the fact that God loved mel 
Sometimes we sing the chorus: 


Wonderful Saviour! Wonderful Friend! 
Wonderful life that never shall end! 
Wonderful place He has gone to prepare! 


Up to this point we sing with faith, believing what we have 
sung; but when we come to the last line how many of us 
have really comprehended the depths of the truth there are 
to be found in this statement: 


Wonder of wonders! I shall be there! 


There is-no human logic in the doctrine of Heaven; the 
only logic is to be found in the punishment of sin by a holy 
God and the separation of the sinner from His holy Self. 
That He was able, in the depths of His being to find a way 
whereby sin could be put on a substitute and the sinner go 
free, is one of the greatest glories of His nature which He 
has been pleased to reveal to us. Again and again we must 
cry out: “O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
the knowledge of God; how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments and his ways past finding out!” 

Our purpose in this work is not to give an explanation of 
Christian doctrines, but an outline of the great invisible 
war which rages in the universe of time and sense and 
space. But it might not be invidious at this point to add a 
paragraph illuminating the doctrine of election and which 
shall contain an analogy that has been helpful to some. 


'A group of young people asked us to create an analogy 


which would shed light on this most controversial of all 
doctrines and that would answer the false charge that elec- 
tion nullifies the need for evangelism. 

After a year or two of thought on the matter, which re- 
mained in the back of the mind as one of many problems 
demanding elucidation, the following analogy came full- 
grown, one evening while we were walking through Times 
Square in New York. The largest electric sign in the world 
stood above us and we had recently read a magazine article 
about it telling how many thousands and thousands of 
light globes made up the sign. Suddenly, we saw a much 
larger board on which were untold millions of dead globes, 
all of them unscrewed in their sockets and all of them with 
broken filaments. None of them, need it be said, was giving 
forth any light for, on two counts, it was impossible for the 
current to reach the point of illumination. This represents 
the human race. Every man is dead in trepasses and sins 
(Eph. 2:1)—the filament is broken—and every man is alien- 
ated from the life of God (Col. 1:17)—the bulbs are un- 
screwed. 

How is life to come to any man? How is light to come 
to any bulb? We go to a man and proclaim the gospel to 
aim. It is as though we screwed the bulb in place. The 
man is by that act evangelized. We have fulfilled the 
function of the herald of the gospel. No man can call on 


(Continued on page 33) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


UNIT C—PRAYER AND PRAISE 
NOVEMBER 21, 1954 


God’s Abundance for Man’s Need 
Psalm 104 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 104:23-31 


INTRODUCTION The lessons for this entire 
unit, running until De- 

cember 26, will be from the book of Psalms. 
It would be appropriate, therefore, for us 
to spend a few moments discussing this 
universal hymnbook. Actually, Psalms is 
a collection of religious poems or hymns 
which give expression to the joys and sor- 
rows, the high moments of ecstasy and the 
doldrums of gloom which the people of 
God experienced—and, as a matter of fact, 
still experience. The book was used in the 
public worship of God in the second Tem- 
ple, and long before, the psalms themselves 
—prior to being committed to writing— 
were used by the people in praising God, 
and were passed on from generation to 
generation orally. The Hebrew title means 
“Book of Praises.” It is generally—and 
erroneously—assumed that David was the 
author of all the psalms. This is not so; 
some of these poems are ascribed to Asaph, 
Moses, Ethan and some are anonymous. 
Undoubtedly there is a division of the 
psalms into pre-exilic, exilic and even post- 
Cage times. The entire book of 150 psalms 
is divided into five sections, corresponding 
to the five books of the Pentateuch, thus: 

Book 1—Genesis—Israel in covenant re- 
lations (1—41) 

Book 2—Exodus—Israel fallen into apos- 
tasy ee ’ : 

Book 3—Leviticus—Israel returning to 
the Lord (7 

Book 4—Num Israel brought back 
into full fellowship; rejoicing (90—106) 

Book 5—Deuteronomy— (107-150) 
The titles of the psalms, e.g., “ ‘ 
“Maschil,” etc., are interesting, but do not 
come within our present province. Readers 
who may wish a mimeographed explanation 
sheet for their files may send a — 
self-addressed envelope to the editor of these 
lessons, c/o Bethany Baptist Church, Fox 
Chase, Philadelphia 11, Pa. In order to get 
the fullest benefit from the study of the 
specific psalm before us—the 104th—we sug- 
gest the careful reading of Genesis 1:1—2:3, 
as collateral material. 

{The 104th Psalm is really a hymn of 
creation—“an echo of the heptahemeron” 
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(7 days of creation). Consequently, our out- 
line would include the elements of the 
creation, thus: 1. First and Second Days 
(1-4). 2. Restraint of Waters and Establish- 
ment of Land (5-9). 3. Third Day of Crea- 
tion (10-15). 4. Creatures of Field) and 
Forest (16-18). 5. Fourth Day (19-23). 6. 
Fifth- and Sixth Days (24-30). 7. Sabbatic 
Meditation (31-35). 


The Exposition 

VERSES 1-4 In the beginning—how 

long ago that was, we have 
no way of knowing, though scientists esti- 
mate anywhere in the vicinity of five billion 
years a began His work of creation. 
Then, because of the entrance of sin in 
the form of Lucifer’s rebellion, the light 
that God had placed in the sky was snuffed 
out and darkness covered earth’s face. Again, 
how long a time this condition lasted, we 
do not know (see The Invisible War by 
Dr. Barnhouse: October and November, 
1953, issues of ETernity). This Psalm, how- 
ever, of the phenomenon of light 
which encircles the very presence of God 
and shone forth upon the earth as He once 
more “turned on the light.” He saw that 
the light was good; indeed, it proceeded 
forth from His being by ditection of His 
creative hand. Verse 2-b describes the crea- 
tive work of the second day—the stretching 
forth of the firmament like a tent-cloth or 
curtain (see Gen. 1:6-8). In those waters 
which this firmament holds above—the rain 
water—God lays the beams of His upper 
chambers (v. 3). Then, in verse 4, there is 
a reference to the angelic attendants of 
Heaven who carry out the commands of 
the Lord (compare Heb. 1:7, 14). 

In this section, we are 


VERSES 5-9 
referred back to the per- 
iod when the earth became without form 
and void (Gen. 1:2). Verse 5 tells of the 
laying of the foundations of the earth in 
creation, and then, in verse 6 we have the 
description of the covering with the deep 
like a garment. This is not a reference to 
the flood of Noah’s time, but the time 
when “darkness covered the face of the 
deep.” The same picture is painted by 
Peter in his second epistle (3:5, 6); again, 
not a reference to Noah’s time, but the 
interval between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. When 
God’s judgment had passed, He commanded 
and the earth came forth from its shroud 
of darkness as subsequent verses in Genesis 
1 tell us. This judgment took place long 
before God brought man into the picture; 
it was His righteous indignation and wrath 
ured out on the earth because of Luci- 
er’s rebellion (Isa. 14:12-17 and Ezekiel 
28:12-19). 


The writing in the book 
of 


VERSES 10-15 
Genesis is supple- 


mented here in this psalm. The Genesis ac- 
count merely tells of the separation of land 
and sea, and speaks of the foliage and plant 
life coming forth. But nothing is said about 
irrigation or watering. The Psalmist tells 
us that God sent springs into the valleys, 
that He watered the mountains from His 
chambers, to furnish water for the flora and 
fauna of the earth. In this poetic portion, 
animal and human life, which did not come 
(respectively) till the fifth and sixth crea- 
tion days, are anticipated. God provided the 
springs and waters for them. as well as the 
plant life. This section speaks beautifully 
of the wonderful majesty of God’s provision 
for all He has brought into existence, He 
does not create and then leave destitute; 
He makes abundant provision. Similarly, 
in the spiritual realm: God does not save 
someone and then forsake him. He provides 
adequately for every need which may arise. 
If we look for types here, we find in the 
bread and wine reminders—or, in this case, 
forerunners—of the body and blood of our 
Lord to be given for His own centuries 
later. Or, wine may be used as a type of 
joy which comes to the true believer; bread, 
to the daily feeding upon God’s Word; oil, 
a type of the Holy Spirit. 


VERSES 16-18 Here we have reference to 

the fifth day of creation— 
animal life—and God’s advance preparation 
for their arrival. He brought forth the trees 
for the birds, the high mountains for the 
animals who make them their natural. habi- 
tat, etc. 


Here we go back a day— 
permissible in poetic liter- 
ature of course—and treat the fourth day, 
with its manifestation of the sun, moon and 
stars. The question as to how it is that 
there was light on the first day when the 
moon and sun were not made till the fourth 
day has been answered in detail by others. 
Actually, God had created the sun and 
moon in the beginning but their light was 
blotted out by His judgment; later, the 
light was diffused by the wate: vapor in the 
atmosphere. Still later, God said, “Let there 
be light!”: and these two bodies of the 
heavens began to shine forth, the one a 
producer, the other a reflector of light. Ob- 
serve that the Psalmist mentioned the moon 
first even as the Genesis account specifies 
“evening and morning,” and probably be- 
cause of the moon’s importance in fixing 


VERSES 19-23 


the calendar. Again, notice the arrangement - 


for the activities of the various creatures of 
the earth, animal and human—darkness and 
daytime. The hand of God is visible here 


in power and skill. 
VERSES 24-30 It is quite possible that 
the Psalmist, as _ he 
penned these words—or, possibly the singer 
of Israel. who first composed them—may have 
been in a position overlooking the’ great 
Mediterranean Sea. And as he looked, he 
was impressed with the fact that God was 
its creator, with all of the innumerable 
swarming sea-life. The whale, great as a 
ship, seemed to be romping about in the 
water. Thus (v. 27), the Psalmist was con- 
fident that all of the myriads of the sea- 
borne host wait upon the Lord for His 
provision. Indeed, all of the living things 
on earth, in the sea or in the heavens above, 
receive their life and breath from the Lord. 
It He takes it away, they return to their 
own individual dust (v. 29). How great is 


He! 

VERSES 31-35 Here, the Psalmist stands 
with the writer of Genesis 

at the Sabbath rest of God—His work fin- 

ished. “The Lord shall rejoice in all His 
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works!” (v. 31). His glory shall endure for- 


. ever, and His creation shall be perpetually 


subject to His will. However much man 
may like to boast of his achievements, it is 
essential to remember that our God is in 
the driver’s seat; He is still controlling the 
affairs of men and bringing all things to 
pass in accordance with His divine will. 
No one can catch God unawares or surprise 
Him! No one can take the reins out of His 
hands!° How the child of God can cry out 
with the Psalmist: “I will sing unto the 
Lord as long as I live . . . sing praise... 
while I have my being . . . Bless the Lord, 
O my soul! Praise ye the Lord!” 


NOVEMBER 28, 1954 


In Time of Trouble 
Psalms 46 and 142 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 77:1-14 


THE TITLE In our previous study, we 
made reference to the 
titles which are inscribed over some of the 
psalms. The two passages which come before 
us for consideration in this lesson catry 
titles. The first is “Alamoth” (Psa. 46). The 
Hebrew word ‘Alamoth would seem to in- 
dicate that high or soprano voices were 
referred. to. The Temple choir may well 
have been divided into groups for part- 
singing, and while it may be doubtful that 
girls or women were included in the official 
Temple musical worship, youthful tenor 
voices might have been used and designated 
‘Alamoth. Apart from the official Temple 
worship, of course, choruses of soprano 
singers might be used in praise of the Lord. 
The second of the psalms before us (142) 
is described as a “Maschil” psalm. ‘This 
word (from the Hebrew Sakal) involves 
the matter of teaching, or instruction, or 
the gaining of wisdom. Thus the series of 
psalms so marked (e.g., 32, 42-45, 52-55, 74 
etc.) are for the express purpose of instruc- 
tron. 


INTRODUCTION One of Job’s friends, many 

centuries ago, spoke a 
gem of truth which he probably little rea- 
lized, when he said “man is born to trouble 
as the sparks fly upward.” How true those 
words are, for there is none of us who 
escapes trouble in one form or another. It 
ferrets all of us out. Consequently, it is a 
useless endeavor to seek to escape trouble; 
we cannot. But to prepare to meet it when 
it comes ought to be our desire. I recall 
reading a story some time back of a group 
of women who had gathered for a sewing 
circle. In the course of their conversation, 
being Christians, they were discussing Bible 
verses which they had found to be helpful. 
One woman said that Psalm 56:3 had proved 
very helpful to her—‘What time I am 
afraid, I will trust in Thee.” One of the 
others responded that she had a better verse 
than that: “I will trust, and not be afraid” 
(Isa. 12:2). Our study for this week ought 
to enable us to make the second motto real 
in our lives. 

For an outline of the study, we would 
suggest the following: I. What God Is to Us 
(46:1-3). II. Thé Sovereign of the Universe 
(4-7). III. His Control over Circumstances 
(8-11). IV. Supplication to the Lord (142: 
1-3a). V. Others Fail; He Will Not (3b-5). 
VI. A Cry for Help (6-7). 


The Exposition 

PSALM 46:1-3 There is a very interest- 

ing way of looking at this 
psalm and that is symbolically. In Scrip- 
ture—particularly prophetic Scripture—the 
mountain is used as a symbol for govern- 
mental authority or ae the sea is 
the mass of the populace. us, for in- 
stance, when the prophet Isaiah speaks of 





the “mountain of the Lord’s house” (Isa. | 
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@ BIBLE STORIES FOR LITTLE FOLK 


44 favorite Bible stories for children from 4 to 8 
years, each illustrated with a full-page picture in soft, 
clear color. Beginning with the story of the creation 
and ending with the story of Jesus and the family 
at Bethany, each narrative breathes of God's loving 
care. Blue cloth binding with full-color jacket. 


@ BIBLE STORIES ABOUT JESUS 


This companion volume to Bible Stories for Little Folk 
contains 44 New Testament stories, each illustrated 
with full-page, full-color Bible-art picture. Here are 
the stories from Christ’s life children like best, ar- 
ranged in chronological order. For children of all 
ages, through Junior. 
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Sunday. 7 songs with full-color illustrations. 74" x 
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Five carefully graded volumes, containing best-loved 
Bible stories, illustrated in exquisite full color. Blue- 
cloth bound, full-color jacket, 144 pages. No. 3171, 
for children six and under; No. 3172, for children 6 
and 7; No. 3173, for children 7 and 8; No 3174, for 
children 8 and 9; No. 3175, for children 9 and 10. 
Each, $1.50 
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2:2), he obviously has reference to the 
of God. And when, in the book 
of the Revelation, we read of a beast rising 
out of the sea (Rev. 13:1), it implies that 
one shall rise up from the multitudes of 
mankind and become a ruler over them. If 
we should apply such symbolical methods 
to our interpretation at this point, we find 
that God is a refuge even in the midst of 
anarchy and turmoil in political and inter- 
national matters. Though governments 
(mountains) should totter and be carried 
into the midst of the sea (revolution and 
anarchy of the masses), and the waters of 
this sea (the people) roar and foam (insur- 
rection), so that the governments and rulers 
should shake at the surge; even though this 
should be the case, yet God the Eternal 
One is still a refuge and strength—a help 
found to be very powerful and effectual in 
difficulties, by those who trust in Him. 


PSALM 46:4-7 A stream issued from the 
Garden of Eden to water 

the entire garden; its source was God Him- 
self. So, He has provided another river 
(v. 4) whose purpose is to create happiness 
and contentment. This is the river of His 
matchless grace, measuring out in limitless 
uantities His power, upon the City of 
dod. God has promised blessing for the 
city of Jerusalem and for the land of Pales- 
tine; it is a part of His covenant to the 
ew which He will fulfill eventually in 
is own good time. This text can be taken 
as both historic recitation of what was 
true, and prophetic anticipation of what 
shall yet be. Let the heathen rage! Let 
kingdoms totter! His voice shall one day 
sound forth and every knee shall bow; in- 
deed, “the kingdom of this world shall be- 
come the kingdom of our Lord and His 
Christ” (Rev. 11:15). Truly, the Lord’s 
ple may say with full assurance: “The 
Pord of armies is with us! The God of 


Jacob is our refuge.” 
PSALM 46:8-11 Man may make his plans 
or destruction and war- 
fare and base them upon circumstances. He 
relies 7 nature, upon his fellow man, 
upon the very elements that God has 
brought into existence. But God can so ar- 
range circumstances that all of man’s well- 
laid plans can be brought to ruin. Man 
depends on rain to provide him with water 
for crops and for the quenching of thirst. 
If God withholds rain, how puny mighty 
man becomes. Man splits the atom, con- 
ceives of fiendish bombing devices of hydro- 
gen and other elements. But what if God 
allows the very elements man devises to 
use to turn against him in destruction never 
dreamed of? “Come, behold the works of 
the Lord. . . .” It is time that little man 
nm to follow the advice of verse 10 and 
to listen to the great Eternal God. “Be still 
and know...” 


PSALM 142:1-3a2 Almost every one of us 
has, somewhere along the 
line, experienced a great flood of trouble 
and testing which seemed to surge over_us 
and shake our faith to its very foundations. 
And there may have com-, simultaneously, 
an awful feeling of aloncness. Trouble has 
a way of bringing on such a sensation, and 
it can, indeed, be a terrifying event. What 
a comfort it is for the child of God to know 
that, no matter how great the trouble, the 
Lord is there as a refuge in time of diffi- 
culty. Apparently the Psalmist had this 
confidence for he could write “When my 
spirit was overwhelmed within me, then 
ou knewest my path.” It is when we un- 
derstand that our Lord Himself endured 
every type of temptation which we are 
called upon to face (see Heb. 4:14—5:2), 
that we can rest in the promise of His 
word given in 1 Corinthians 10:13. 


PSALM 142:3b-5' As I write this lesson com- 
mentary; cur secular mag- 
azines are carrying the advertisement of a 
national insurance firm seeking to sell auto- 
mobile insurance. The ad pictures an out- 
of-town driver who has just been in an 
accident. He is alone in a strange city, sur- 
rounded by local residents who have resent- 
ment and hatred written on their faces. 
The ad goes on to point out that a friend 
would be very much appreciated at such a 
time. How true this is! There are situations 
into which all of us get from time to time 
in which the presence of a friend—one who 
understands our plight and is sympathetic 
—would be so helpful. We have such a 
Friend in the Lord. Thus could the Psalm- 
ist write: “. . . no friend appeareth for 
me; all refuge fails; no one cares for my 
soul. But then I cry to thee, O Lord. Thou 
art my refuge.” What a comfort it is to 
know that He understands—and cares! 
But that phrase “land of the living” is 
worthy of study. Does it mean this earth? 
Is this the land of the living? I think not! 
Rather, might we recall. the words of John 
Owen, the 17th Century English Puritan 
cle an. Lying on his deathbed, he 
started to dictate a farewell letter to a friend 
using these words: “. . . I am still in the 
land of the living, but .. .” Then he 
stopped, called on his secretary to change 
the letter to read: “I am yet in the land 
of the dying, but hope soon to be in the 
land of the living.” The “land of the liv- 
ing” is Heaven from which Christ was 
“cut off” (literally, “separated”) to come to 
die for sinners (see Isa. 53:8). So, the 
Psalmist here called upon the Lord—his 
portion in the land of the living. 


PSALM 142:6,7 When we come to the 

place where we recognize 
the utter hopelessness of our human situa- 
tion, and our total inability to do anything 
for ourselves; then we are ready for the 
Lord to begin His marvelous work of de- 
liverance. The old adage, “Man’s extremity 
is God’s opportunity” is more truth than 
poetry. When, like the Psalmist, we recog- 
nize our condition: “. . . I am very weak 
. . «(my enemies) are too strong for me. . .” 
then we may cry and know of a surety that 
our God will hear: “Hearken . . . Deliver 
... Lead...” And of course, the ultimate 
purpose of all of our deliverance is the 
praise of His name. 


DECEMBER 5, 1954 
A Cry. out of the Depths 


Psalms 86 and 130 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 51:1-13 


INTRODUCTION There is quite a differ- 
ence between the sin of 
the unregenerate person and the sin of the 
Christian, both as to his own feelings and 
a3 to the cognizance God gives to that sin. 
As. a rule—and of course there are excep- 
tions to rules—the unconverted person is 
not deeply concerned over sin which he 
commits. His life is alien to God, and thus 
he feels no particular conviction concern- 
ing the wrongs in his life. There may be a 
sense of remorse, but this only when there 
is the possibility of being discovered or 
caught in his sin. With the Christian, how 
different! The child of God is indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit, and is immediately aware 
of the grief he brings to the Spirit by per- 
mitting the entrance of-sin. There is a 
sense in which the Christian is indeed miser- 
able in his sin until he forsakes it and re- 
turns to the Lord. This is one of the by- 
products of being a child of God. 
And, as for God's attitude toward sin in 
the believer and unbeliever, there is, of 
course, quite a difference. God simply is 
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not interested in how deeply into sin the 
unregenerate person . One more sin 
cannot make him any more “lost”; he is 
already lost! For remember, a person is not 
a sinner because he sins; rather, he sins 
because he is, by nature, a sinner. Therefore, 
if an unsaved man who is guilty of robbery 
descends further to the level of murder, 
it is not going to change his status as far 
as God is concerned. He is only following 
the dictates of the Old Adamic nature 
which dominates him for there is no new 
nature to counteract it. With His people, 
however, God deals differently. If sin en- 
ters the life of the child of God, instantly, 
the Holy Spirit brings conviction—gently 
at first, and then more severely if the Chris- 
tian does not respond to the divine rebuke. 
God will pursue His own with conviction 
and even, in extreme cases, take them home 
to Heaven by physical death in order that 
they might not continue in their sin. 

The two psalms in this lesson deal with 
the depths of sin out of which the Psalm- 
ist—speaking for believers in general—had 
been taken by God's grace. In fact, the 
130th Psalm is entitled in the prayer books 
of some of the liturgical deathe, De 
Profundis—“out of the depths”—character- 
ized by the Latin equivalent of the open- 
ing words of the psalm. Both of the psalms 
represent prayers for help by one who has 
been sunken in the depths of despair be- 
cause of sin. A magnificent picture of God’s 
grace is here seen. Martin Luther used to 
speak of certain of the psalms as the 
Psalmi Paulini—the “Pauline Psalms”—be- 
cause they set forth so clearly the truth 
which St. Paul dealt with so fully, that 
forgiveness is found by all who believe in 
the Lord, without the works of the law. 
Among these Psalmi Paulini, Luther listed 
Psalm 130. 

We would outline the study as follows: 
I. Petition (86:1-7). II. Praise (86:8-13). 
III. Dependence (86:14-17). IV. De Pro- 
fundis (Psa. 130): A. Cry of anguish (1, 2); 
B. God’s justice and grace (3, 4); C. Per- 
sonal confidence (5,6); D. Proclamation 
(7, 8). 

The Exposition 

PSALM 86:1-7 The Psalmist begins by 

making several requests of 
the Lord, and for each one, he offers a 
reason. For instance: (1) “Bow down thine 
ear... hear me!” Why? “... for Iam wise 
and needy.” (2 “Preserve my soul. 
Why? “Because I am holy!” (3) “Be merci- 
ful. . . .” Why? “Because I cry unto thee 
daily.” (4) “Rejoice the soul. . . .” Why? 
“For unto thee . . . do I lift up my soul.” 
The word “holy” in verse 2 does not have 
the idea of perfection; rather, it is me 
“{ am merciful.” It is the Old Testament 
idea of “Lord, I have done good; now do 
thou good to me,” not because of any in- 
herent value or worth of the individual, 
but because he had been observant of the 
requirements of the Lord. It is legal ground. 
Verse 5, incidentally, offers the real basis 
for Ky God’s help: “Thou art 
good. . . .” Here, in the center of a legal 
concept is found the grace of God. Observe 
the confidence the Psalmist had in the 
Lord (v. 7), that He would answer the 
requests brought before Him. 


PSALM 86:8-13 Having sent forth his peti- 

tion for help and forgive- 
ness the writer now proceeds to exalt the 
Lord for His benefits. There is, first of all, 
a comparison between the true God and the 
idols of the world (v. 8); they cannot do 
for their followers what the God of the 
universe can do. Indeed, all of the crea- 
tures of the earth shall be in submission to 
Him ultimately—even the woes ye A 
idol worshipers, for He alone is 
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lowing this, there is a mal—rather than 
a general—note of praise; not only will the 
nations worshi im, but “J will praise 
thee . . . J will glorify thy name . . . great 
is thy mercy towards me . . . thou hast de- 
livered my soul. . . .” In the last analysis— 
however selfish it may appear on the sur- 
face—we are all interested exceedingly in 
what our faith means to us individually. 
Observe, particularly, verse 11b—“Unite my 
heart. . . .” The word “unite” implies the 
joining together of what is capable of divi- 
sion. A divided heart is an abomination to 
God; indecision of mind and division of 
affection serve only to bring ruin to any 
attempt of man. The heart must be united 
—must be one—for our work to be successful. 


It is to be noticed, how- 
ever, that after the experi- 
ence of verses 1-7—deliverance—there is 
now the facing of new problems: the proud 
rise . . . violent men seek the Psalmist’s 
life . . . many hate him. This is a very real 
experience, particularly for one who has 
come to conversion in adolescent or adult 
life where companionships have been 
formed and fixed. It is not easy to leave 
“the old crowd” and become acclimated to 
the ways of Christians—especially if those 
Christians are living very close to the 
Lord. There is a decided need for the 
Lord’s help in making the adjustment, and 
it is that for which the Psalmist here cries. 
His old companions now mock him and he 
wants a token from the Lord (v. 17), to 
indicate that the choice he has made has 
been a wise one. 


PSALM 86:14-17 


Observe that this psalm 
is called one of “Degrees” 
or “Ascents” (RSV). It is assumed that these 
songs were chanted by pilgrims approaching 
the Holy City of Jerusalem for feast days 
or special occasions. Often, pilgrims would 
travel in groups from various cities round 
about Palestine, and as they trudged along, 
would sing—either in unison or antiphonally 
—the great psalms which all of them knew 
by heart. The Bible always speaks of going 
up to Jerusalem—ascending Mt. Zion—and 
therefore these specific psalms, perhaps the 
more popular, were called songs of “ascents” 
or “degrees.” Especially, as the pilgrims 
neared the sacred precincts, they would feel 
their unworthiness, and the of De 
Profundis—out of the depths—would come 
from their lips. 

What a significant statement is verse 3; 
we would all do well to give heed to it. If 
our God should hold us accountable for the 
multitude of our iniquities—sins of com- 
mission as well as omission—what right 
would we have of ever standing before Him? 
None whatever! But the Psalmist goes on 
to speak of God's ce in forgiveness: 
“. .. there is forgiveness with thee. .. .” 
This is possible, of course, through th 
merits of Christ. Here, God’s justice and 
His grace are beautifully set before us. 


PSALM 130:5,6 The word “wait”. (v. 5) 

is a beautiful one in He- 
brew: it signifies the extension of a line 
from one point to another. The Lord stands 
at one point, we at the other. And, in our 
longing to fellowship with Him, we reach 
out as the line from our ition to His. 
“More than they that watch for the morn- 
ing” may be an allusion to the sentinel 
who was stationed to give the signal and 
sound the call when the first rays of the 
dawn pierced the night’s blackness. This 
would be the time for the sacrificial offer- 
ings of the Temple to begin. His respon- 
sibility was great: to let his eyes gaze to- 
ward the place where the first rays would be 
seen. So, the Psalmist claims He waited 
upon the Lord with the same urgency and 


PSALM 130:1-4 


alertness, to be ready to obey the will of 
the Lord when it was expressed. 


PSALM 130:7, 8 The psalm concludes with 
an appeal to the ple 
of God to give heed to the Lord, and place 


their confidence and trust in Him for 
redemption. There is a two-fold reason for 
this confidence and hope: (1) There is 
mercy with the Lord. (2) With the Lord 
there is also plenteous redemption. The 
Psalmist who, himself, had experienced the 
lifting out of the depths, could testify to 
God’s redeeming power in his own life, 
and His willingness to redeem those who 
put their hope and trust in Him. 


DECEMBER 12, 1954 
Yearning for the Living God 
Psalms 42; 84; 102:25-27 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 63:1-8 
INTRODUCTION One of the graphic pic- 
tures which is often put 
before Christian people to urge them to 
more zealous service or more sacrificial giv- 
ing for missionary activity, is that of the 
unsaved crying out and pleading for the 
gospel to be sent to them. There have been 
many such impassioned appeals made be- 
fore church groups, each portraying an 
unconverted person in a heart-rending pose, 
begging someone to tell him of Christ. Now 
this is all very nice; it is an appeal to the 
emotions which is quite strong. But it does 
pose a very important and interesting ques- 
tion, i.e., does the unsaved person really 
yearn for God? Does he have this often- 
time-pictured, uncontrollable passion to 
be saved? Or do we have a tendency to put 
words into his mouth which simply are not 
natively there? 

If we are realistic about it, we must come 
to understand that the unsaved person is 
perfectly satisfied to remain unsaved for 
the most part. He may realize, if the facts 
are presented to him, that his life is not 
what it ought to be, but he will usually 
claim that he is making out all right and 
does not need any assistance spiritually. It 
is principally when the unconverted person 
gets into difficulties-when the chips are 
down, and he faces odds that are too great 
for him—that he cries out in desperation 
to God, even though he is not on speaking 
terms with Him otherwise. In other words, 
the interest of the unsaved person in the 
Lord is motivated purely by personal, sel- 
fish and materialistic factors. The Lord is 
all right as long as He continues to dole 
out benefits; but if He asks anything in 
return, the deal is off! 

A nurse in the obstetrical department of 
one of our city hospitals told me recently 
that when many of the women undergo 
labor in childbirth, they almost instinc- 
tively cry out, “O God, help me!” even 
though prior to that time, their conversa- 
tion has been about everything but God. 
Thus it is that the basic cause of mankind’s 
cry after God is for temporary relief from 
an unpleasant and even unbearable situa- 
tion; and the cry is mostly automatic—in- 
stinctive. It is only the child of God who 
truly knows what it is to call upon the 
Lord and experience His answer as a regu- 
lar course of events. Only the one in whom 
the Holy Spirit has begun His divine work 
has the real desire to commune with God 
and expect His fellowship. 

The lesson for this week offers an illus- 
tration of a redeemed individual who truly 
seeks the presence and power of the Lord; 
in fact, it can be said that he truly longs for 
a closer walk with Him. We may surely say 
that such a longing cannot arise from the 
unregenerate heart; it is a by-product of 
redemption wrought by the supernatural 
agency of the Holy Spirit. The outline we 
suggest for the lesson is as follows: I. Long- 
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ing for the Lord (42:1-5). II. Despondency 
and Encouragement (42:6-11). III. Desire 
for God’s House (84:1-4). IV. The Presence 
of the Lord (84:5-7). V. The Praise of the 
Lord (84:8-12). VI. The Unchangeable 
God. (102:25-27). 


The Exposition 

It is difficult to place this 

psalm as to historical set- 
ting. All manner of views are set forth. 
Some suggest it is the outcome of the 
wilderness wanderings of the Israelites far 
from Jerusalem; others relegate it to the 
reign of David during the time of his son 
Absalom; still others suggest it was written 
by a priest carried off in the direction of 
Syria during the wars of the Seleucidae and 
Ptolemies. And some say it was written by 
one of the exiles from Judah during the 
Captivity, as he was led away, glancing 
back occasionally to his beloved homeland 
as he plodded along. It was this view of 
the holy city from Jordan, then again 
from Mt. Hermon in the north, and lastly 
a brief glimpse from far-off Mt. Mizar, be- 
fore the city faded from sight (v. 6). What- 
ever view is taken by the student, this psalm 
describes the loneliness of a man who loved 
the Lord and His Temple fervently. His 
enemies—Babylonian captors?—mocked him 
and ridiculed him (see Psa. 137:1-4 also). 
His soul was sad as he considered what was 
once his privilege. Yet, in the midst of the 
sorrow was the hope still within him (v. 5) 
of a future glorious day of restoration. 


PSALM 42:1-5 


PSALM 42:6-11 Verse 7 in Hebrew gives 

very picturesque language 
which canot be adequately carried over into 
English. In awe-inspiring figures of wave 
after wave pounding over him, the Psalmist 
described the burdens and troubles which 
seemed to press down upon him. Possibly 
the writer was describing the torrential 
waters of the Jordan River along which 
he was led into captivity. As the water 
poured along, dashing over rocks recklessly, 
the Psalmist could envision the judgments 
of the Lord pouring over him. Yet, the 
Lord was still with him (v. 8). His cry in 
his utter aloneness (vv. 9, 10) was once 
again answered by the confidence which 
the Lord placed in his soul (v. 11). Indeed, 
here is a beautifully painted picture of the 
woes of life which come to all of us: none 
of us is exempt. Yet, in the midst of our 
times of trial and testing, we should remem- 
ber to cry out to our Lord with the con- 
fidence that He will hear: “.. . when my 
heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock 
that is higher than 1...” (Psa. 61:2). 


PSALM 84:1-4 The title note of the 

psalm speaks of “Gittith” 
(see also Psalms 8 and 81). It is quite possi- 
ble that this may be a familiar tune— 
possibly secular—to which the words of the 
Hebrew poetic psalm might be sung. Other 
such “hymn tunes” are ’Al Tashheth (Psa. 
57-59; 75) and ’Ayeleth Ha-Shahar (Psa. 
22). We still follow this procedure today, 
fitting religious words to such secular pieces 
as Londonderry Air, Juanita, Aloha Oe, etc. 
The house of God is here looked upon as 
a place of refuge and illustrative of this 
is the description of the birds finding nest- 
ing places in the Temple area. Anyone who 
has been in the vicinity of large-columned 
buildings knows how appropriate the capi- 
tals of these columns are for the nests of 
birds, for they are rarely disturbed at such 
altitude. So, God’s house is spoken of as a 
resting place for His people; the altars with 
their sacrifices provided for the rest of soul 
through forgiveness of sin. Those who 
dwell in the house of God—i.e., who have 
placed their confidence in the One whose 
house it is—are blessed. 
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PSALM 84:5-7 The phrase “in whose 
them” is somewhat confusing. 
the words “of them” are in italics, signifying 
that they are not in the original but have 
been supplied by translators. Literally, the 
phrase is “in whose heart the ways.” The 
redeemed person knows “the ways” of the 
Lord; “the name (or person) of the Lord 
is a strong tower; the righteous runneth 
into it and is safe” (Prov. 18:10). Thus, the 
righteous person knows “the way” of 
ity—running to the Lord at all times. How- 
ever, the pathway of the child of God is 
not always decked with flowers; there are 
sorrows and burdens at times as well. These 
constitute our “valley of Baca.” There is no 
such place as a historical setting; it is a 
mental attitude or condition of being. Thus, 
when grief afflicts, or troubles oppress, these 
are our “valleys of Baca.” — we 
may, at times, fill this “valley” with our 
tears, verse 7 assures us that there will al- 
ways be more strength available. We go on 
from grace to grace. 


PSALM 84:8-12 Here is the Psalmist’s 
* P praise . the Se 
nizing his inadequacy, he was willing to 
pm even the pony Ber of catenden - 
keeper. In connection with this, the Psalm- 
ist mentioned several things. (1) The Time 
Element: “one day . . . is better. . . .” (2) 
The Place: God’s house, as compared with 
the tents of wickedness. (3) e Duty: 
doorkeeper, rather even than emperor in 
the palace. There must be some reason why 
a choice of the less instead of the better is 
made. The reason is given in verse 11: (a) 
God metaphorically is a sun—giving light, 
warmth, dispelling darkness, preserving life. 
(b) At the same time, He is a shield for 
protection from danger. (c) He is the dis- 
penser of grace. (d) The ultimate of God's 
grace is His glory. (e) He is provider—“no 
good thing will He withbold. . . .” The 
choice of what is for our good must be left 
with Him. 
PSALM 102:25-27 Creation is here attributed 
to the Lord, “of old” (lit., 
“before faces”—i.e., before anyone was 
around). In comparison with man who is 
so frail and transient upon earth, the earth 
with its hills, mountains and plains seems 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 





a oa 


Church Furniture - Stoles 





» Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 








rmanent and timeless. Yet, when these 
items of God's creation are compared with 
His eternality, how feeble and temporary 
they, too, are (v. 26). The apostle Peter, 
incidentally, has given us something for 
sober consideration along these same lines. 
“Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy manner of living and 
godliness . . .2” (2 Pet. 3:11). 


DECEMBER 19, 1954 
Glory to God in the Highest 


Psalm 148; Matthew 1:18-25; L 2:1-20 
Devotional Reading: Luke 2:8-20 


INTRODUCTION ‘The Christmas lesson is 
one of the most beautiful 
of all Sunday school lessons to teach, and 
yet at the same time it is probably one of 
the most difficult because of the factor of 
familiarity. Everyone knows the story; rela- 
tively little that is new can be brought to 
the attention of the ee. — , the 
story which has gri e hearts of young 
a old phos. og centuries may still 
challenge us in our own day. At first glance, 
there may seem to be no relation between 
Psalm 148 and the Christmas story. But, if 
the psalm is read closely, it will be noticed 
that it is a call to praise the God of the 
universe for His provision for His universe, 
and particularly His provision for His 
people. Couple this praise with that which 
took place on that first Christmas evening— 
the angelic host praising God; the shepherds 
coming to render homage and praise to 
God; Mary and Joseph undoubtedly thrilled 
by what transpired and in their inner souls 
adoring God; even the child Jesus, lying in 
the manger, communing with His Heavenly 
Father (see Heb. 10:5-7, with emphasis on 
the phrase “when He cometh into the 
world”—i.e., the night of His birth). Then, 
sometime later, the Magi from the East 
came also with praise upon their lips. The 
advent of our Lord was accompanied by the 
paeans of praise from all of creation. Henry 
Alford, in his great hymn “Ten Thousand 
Times Ten Thousand” was ing of the 
ultimate triumph of Jesus Christ when he 
penned those beautiful words, but one verse 
might well have described the first advent 
of Christ: 
What rush of alleluias fills all the earth 
and sky! 
What ringing of a thousand -harps be- 
speaks the triumph nigh! 
O day, for which creation and all its 
tribes were made; 
O joy, for all its former woes, a thou- 
sandfold repaid! 
For an outline of our study material, we 
suggest the following: I. Praise Belongs to 
the Lord (Psa. 148): A. Heavenly host (1, 


2); B. Inanimate objects, elements and 
nature (3-9); C. Animal and human life 
(10-12). II. The Birth of Jesus—Matthew 
(1:18-25). III. The Birth of Jesus—Luke 
(2:1-20). 
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The Exposition 

PSALM 148 The word “praise” is used 

thirteen times in this 
psalm and is a translation of the Hebrew 
word hallel which gives us the familiar 
“hallel-u-jah,” praise to the Lord. This is a 
call to worship and praise for God’s uni- 
verse, His animate and inanimate creation. 
He created them, He established them, His 
decree governs them. Indeed, when we sur- 
vey nature, we become aware of the won- 
ders of God’s handiwork. The Moody In- 
stitute of Science films have done much to 
convince multitudes of people of the intri- 
cate workmanship of the Creator, worthy of 
all of our praise. Verse 13 suggests that 
God’s name is excellent, and yet reference 
to Psalm 138:2 assures us that His Word 
has been exalted even beyond His name. 
Surely this gives us something of an idea of 
the value God puts upon His Word. In the 
final verse, we read of the exalting of the 
“horn of His people.” In Scripture, the 
horn is usually symbolic of authority and 
power, as for instance, the prophetic images 
of Daniel, or the “horns” of the book of 
the Revelation. The “horn of His people” 
might well be a reference to the coming 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ (Lk. 1:69) 
who was exalted by God to be praised by 
all. At His first advent, our Lord did not 
come to rule on earth, though He offered 
Himself to the Israelites as King and spoke 
of the Kingdom’s being at hand. But at 
His second advent, He shall come and rule 
with a rod of iron—the Horn of His people, 
the praise of all His saints. 
MATTHEW Observe how naturally 
1:18-25 Matthew turns to the 
birth account of Jesus.. Having given the 
genealogical table, he discarded all of the 
other names as being of relatively little im- 
portance when compared with the central 
figure. Thus, verse 16 makes the statement 
that Joseph was the husband of Mary, and 
that it was of Mary that Jesus was born. 
See the change in phraseology; it does not 
say Joseph “begat” Jesus, but “. . . Mary, of 
whom was born Jesus . . .,” a testimony to 
His virgin birth of course. Verse 17 is paren- 
thetical and explanatory. Then, verse 18 
continues the record, much as if the writer 
were saying: “I’ve mentioned Christ; now, 
of course, you’ll want to know about His 
birth .. . .” Hence, the record is given to us. 
Eight verses are not many to describe so 
stupendous a historical event; but these 
verses are packed with vital truth. 

In accord with the customs of the day, 
Mary and Joseph were engaged to be mar- 
ried. Tradition says that Joseph was much 
older than Mary; in fact, some insist that 
he had been married previously and was 
a widower with children by his first mar- 
riage. There is no real proof of these ideas; 
it is only natural that some attempt should 
be made to explain Joseph’s absence later 
in Jesus’ ministry, and the presence of those 
whom the Bible calls “the brethren” of our 
Lord. The statement is plainly made here, 
however, that Mary became pregnant be- 
fore Joseph and she had “come together”— 
i.e., before they had had sexual intercourse 
which was reserved for the time after the 
marriage arrangements had been completed. 
‘The shock of his discovery of her pregnancy 
must have been great for Joseph, who had 
assumed that his wife-to-be was faithful to 
him as he was to her. The Law of Moses 
permitted him to dissolve the potential 
union on the ground of infidelity and 
Joseph seriously considered this when he 
found Mary was to bear a child he knew 
was not his child. 

It took an angelic messenger to convince 
Joseph that Mary had not proved unfaith- 
ful to him; that the child she was bearing 
was divine. He was bidden to complete 
transactions for the marriage and take Mary 
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as his own wife. There was, of course, a 
reason for this. Mary’s genealogical line was 
the legal line through Nathan, son of David. 
As merely Mary's son, Jesus could never 
have laid claim to the royal right of the 
throne of David. Also, had Jesus been 
Joseph’s natural son—born through the nor- 
mal processes of generation—he would have 
inherited the curse. which God had put on 
Joseph’s line through Jeconiah (see Jer. 
22:30 and Mt. 1:11), and could never have 
ascended the royal throne. Consequently, 
the ideal way—the only way—was for Him 
to be virgin born, in accordance with proph- 
ecy, and then to have Joseph adopt Him, 
thus conferring upon Him the regal title. 
When we read, therefore, that Joseph was 
obedient to the Lord’s messenger (Mt. 1:24), 
we see the working of the Lord brought to 
completion. The text is careful to stress that 
Joseph “knew her (Mary) not” (v. 25)—i.e., 
did not have sexual relations with her—un- 
til after the birth of Jesus, lest anyone 
should yet claim that Jesus was the natural 
son of Joseph. 
LUKE 2:1-20 When, subsequent to the 
day of Pentecost, the early 
Christians suffered one of their first persecu- 
tions (Acts 4:1ff.), and were released from 
imprisonment, they cried out in a paean of 
praise to the Lord the words recorded in 
Acts 4:23ff. A portion of that reads: 
“. . . For of a truth against thy holy child 
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and 
thy counsel determined before to be done.” 
In other words, the secular authorities, 
while they thought they were working out 
their own plans, were in actuality carrying 
out divine intentions. So was it with the 
Roman authorities at Jesus’ birth. Their 
tax (or enrollment) edict was set forth at 
just the proper time so that Mary and 
Joseph would be at Bethlehem at the time 
or the birth of Jesus, rather than at Naza- 
reth, their home town. Prophecy had de- 
clared that Bethlehem was to be the birth- 
place; to Bethlehem the couple went, and 
there Jesus was born. See how God’s hand 
works so wonderfully behind the scenes to 
bring to pass His will. More cause for 
praise to His name. 

Have you ever wondered why the Lord 
sent the unusual vision to lowly shepherds 
that first Christmas night? He by-passed 
completely the religious and royal authori- 
ties; they only found out later from the 
Magi that anything outstanding had hap- 
pened under their very noses. No profes- 
sional men nor tradesmen were given an 
inkling of the birth of the Saviour of the 
world—only shepherds; why? We may not 
know the full answer, but is it not possible 
that even as David had been a shepherd, 
so David's greater Son should be announced 
to these humble men of the field? Can it 
not also be that He who was to become the 
Good Shepherd, Great Shepherd and Chief 
Shepherd (John 10:11, Heb. 13:20, 1 Pet. 
5:4), chose to reveal His advent to. these 
who were types of His great ministry? Or, 
might we suggest that these men who would 
sit, awe-inspired, under the stars and often- 
times discuss their great religious hopes and 
aspirations among themselves, were fit sub- 
jects for the revelation of God’s Son? They 
were no theologians; their minds were not 
filled with the schemes of the commercial 
tradesman; they did not have the pride and 
arrogance of the royal court to blur their 
spiritual perccption. Observe the progress 
of their attitudes and actions: (1) they 
were afraid (v. 9); (2) they were incredu- 
lous (v. 15); (3) they were willing (v. 15); 
(4) they were eager (v. 16); (5) they be- 


lieved and testified thereto (v. 17); (6) they 


praised God (v. 20). 
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leaders praise the RSVB as a more accu- 
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rate Bible, too. . . because it is based on 
the earliest known manuscripts. 

This Christmas, bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love—give the Re- 
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By Ralph L. Keiper, Book Review Editor 


Of making many books there is no end, 

is trite; in the making of books is 
adventure. How does an author write a 
book? How does he choose his subject 
matter? What are the problems which 
arise in the publication of a book? What 
exquisite “boners” almost slip past the 
proofreader into the printed text? How 
has the book been received by its 
readers? What influence has the book 
upon the people who read it and even 
upon history? 

The answers to these questions make 
up the history of literature. Secular 
literature and its history have proved 
very fascinating reading. What must the 
reading of the history of Christian litera- 
ture be? It will be the purpose of these 
columns each month, before our book 
reviews, to find interesting bits of in- 
formation which will attempt to tell the 
story behind a given book. For example, 
we shall interview various authors. Next 
month we shall discuss how Dr. Rich- 
ard Ellsworth Day writes his biographies. 
We shall contact various translators on 
the mission field asking them to give us 
some of the interesting experiences 
which have been theirs as linguistic mis- 
sionaries. No doubt the publishers will 
have interesting tales to tell about the 
printing of books and the men who 
write them. 


Also we shall bring to the readers of 
the Book Review section some spiritual 
gleanings from current secular books. 
For example, from the great biographies 
now being printed there are to be found 
testimonies to faith in Christ as well as 
the reasons for unbelief. These stories 


Next month we shall spend “a day 
with Dr. Day” and give a few news briefs 
about men and things in books. 


America’s Spiritual Recovery. Edward L. R. 

Elson. Revell. 189 pp. $2.50. 

America’s Spiritual Recovery is a book to 
know because of its author. Dr. Edward L. 
R. Elson is pastor to the President of the 
United States, and minister of the National 
Presbyterian Church of Washington, D. C. 
This volume should interest us in that it 
may well give us a sample of the spiritual 
food the chief executive of the nation feasts 
upon as time permits. 

In the opening chapters of his work Dr. 
Elson points out the evidence of religious 
hunger on the part of people throughout 
the world. He sets before us the increase 
in religious activities, the enlarged contri- 
butions of time and money given to church 
work and the fact that religion is becoming 
popular once more. He records the influence 
which such men as Billy Graham, “Chuck” 
Templeton and Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
have had on the masses. He points out the 
trends which modern literature has taken 
in its emphasis upon religious subjects 
which have reached the “best-seller” status. 

During the course of his work Dr. Elson 
points out that the recent war and the 
present threat of Communism have done 
much to cause the people to turn to relig- 
ion. One would gather from his observa- 
tions that the predominant motive on the 
part of the people in their turn to the 
church has been fear—fear of the present 
and fear of the future. Not only is this 
turnabout to be found among the poor and 
lowly but among the statesmen and leaders 
of the world. 

Dr. Elson’s book shows both a strength 
and a weakness in modern Protestant re- 
ligious thought. Its strength lies in the fact 
that America’s spiritual recovery is not to 
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be found in the social gospel. The gospel’s 
social contribution and blessings to man- 
kind are ‘not to be denied. Saying this, how- 
ever, does not give us the right to apply a 
social remedy for a spiritual need. Men 
need something more than social adjust- 
ment. But what does man need? At this 
point the book loses its transparency and 
becomes translucent. in an opaque sort of 
way. 

In his chapter, “The Sickle or the Cross?” 
Dr. Elson gives an excellent presentation 
of ‘the tragic rise of paganism in Germany 
hefore the last war. Vividly he describes 
its damaging destruction. Pointedly he sets 
forth the spiritual need and fuzzily he pre- 
sents the remedy. One gets the idea that 
our author knows the evangelical gospel 
but cannot bear to bring himself to say 
publicly that men are sinners and need to 
be saved. Forthrightness would give clarity 
to his terminology as applied to the gospel. 

This indecisiveness leads Dr. Elson into 
some misplaced charity. At one point in 
the book Billy Graham, “Chuck” Temple- 
ton and Bishop Sheen are spoken of as 
“God’s instruments in this hour.” Anyone 
comparing Graham and Sheen would be 
bound to conclude that God is working at 
cross purposes with Himself. We know that 
Dr. Elson does not mean this though his 
words would lead to this conclusion. 

. L. K. 
To Teach Others Also. R. Hudson Pope. 

Children’s Special Service Mission. 119 pp. 

75 cents. 

The author of this little book has for 
nearly fifty years engaged in evangelism 
among children and is a widely acknow- 
ledged expert in that field. He describes 
clearly and simply how he himself teaches 
and applies the great doctrines of the Bible. 
It is a practical book and deals helpfully 
with: such essential subjects as preparing 
the meeting room, the addresses, illustra- 
tions and personal work. The last chapter 
might well be read by all who are called to 
do the work of an evangelist whether among 
children or adults. 

Rosert I. BROWN 
II Corinthians. Richard Hanson. SCM Press, 

Ltd. 98 pp. $1.50. 

This is a British book, one of the series 
of Torch Bible Commentaries, the stated 
intent of which is “to provide the general 
reader with the soundest possible assistance 
in understanding the message of each book 
considered as a whole and as a part of the 
Bible.” The author is lecturer in theology 


. at the University of Nottingham, and has 
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SELECT EERDMANS BOOKS 
for Choice Christmas Gifts 


Now! Your First Christmas for giving: 
THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 7.95 


Just about the finest of the new outstanding volumes you can 
give this year. “Two things are certain with respect to this com- 
mentary—it is the biggest commentary bargain on the market 
today, and is the best one-volume conservative commentary on 
the Bible.”—United Evangelical Action 


ERICH SAUER 
FROM ETERNITY TO ETERNITY 3.00 


An Outline of the Divine Purposes as Revealed in Scripture. 
This new volume by Sauer is another outstanding work and 
features a large Bible and prophecy chart in five colors. “Dr. 

ns Sauer’s books should be in the 
hands of every Christian . . . They 
have been a great personal blessing 
to me.”—Billy Graham 


THE CHRISTIAN VIEW 
OF SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE 4.00 


Bernard Ramm. An important new book for all concerned 
Christians. “‘No review, at least that I am capable of writing, 
can adequately convey the wealth of material here presented 
about the greatest problems the mind of man has wrestled 
with, on which the Scriptures speak with divine authority.” 
—Dr. Wilbur M..Smith 





Outstanding New Fiction! 


ARGYE M. BRIGGS 
BOTH BANKS OF THE RIVER 3.00 


An historical’ novel based on the noble life of Charles Journeycake, last 
principal chief of the Delaware Indians, who led his people through great 
difficulties by the power of his personality and the quiet strength of the 
Gospel of Christ. 


HELEN R. MANN 
GENTLE WARRIOR 3.00 


The stirring story of the famous doughty pioneer, Hannah Duston, her cap- 
tivity among the Indians and her incredible escape, told with a deep discern- 
ment and appreciation of the pre-eminent religious values of Puritan New 
England. 


THE CHILD’S STORY BIBLE 


Best Summary of the Bible in Story Form 
Catherine F. Vos. Easily read by boys and girls, 7 to 12, this complete Bible story book is 
written in vivid, colorful style scrupulously true to the Bible. Large clear type, colored 
pictures, complete indexes. 3.95 





MARIAN’S BIG BOOK OF 
BIBLE STORIES 


Marian M. Schoolland. 226 simply-told stories 
for ages 3 to 8, told with clarity and dignity. 
It is easy to hold the attention of the four-year- 
old with this wonderful book. 3.50 


MARIAN’S FAVORITE 
BIBLE STORIES 


Marian M. Schoolland. A First Bible Story 
Reader for the Young Child. 63 stories, 12 full 
color pictures, large type, specially designed for 
the beginner reader and the little ones. 1.50 


At Your Bookstore, or 


Wm. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
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FOR YOUNGSTERS 


This wonderful set of 11 books 
by Paul Hutchens, the well-known 
author for all ages, is available in 
modern laminated covers. The hard 
glistening surfaces of each book 
will withstand grease and dirt. A 
damp cloth will wipe them fresh 
and clean, instantly! Every house- 
hold with juveniles should have 
this complete set of Sugar Creek 
Gang books. Each book sells for 
only $1.00. 


Trap Line Thief at Sugar Creek 

Blue Cow at Sugar Creek 
All of these exciting stories about 
the famous Sugar Creek Gang are 
well-written and contain a fine 
Christian message which is inter- 
woven into each plot. Youngsters 
and parents alike will enjoy this 
series. 
See your favorite local religious bookstore 

or write to: 


Van Kampen Press 


206 East Willow Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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written a rather interesting, though not too 
conservative volume. 

There are a number of places in which 
we may say that Dr. Hanson has strayed 
from the traditions of conservatism. His view 
of Scripture itself is an evidence of this. 
He considers portions of the New Testament 
“unreliable”; speaks of Bible books as be- 
ing “carefully com works, revised 
.-. with the Holy Spirit as a sort of General 
Editor.” In other words, in Hanson’s view, 
the books of the Bible were not regarded 
as inspired oracles, but solely as a “witness.” 
In his analysis of 2 Corinthians, the writer 
has suggested that this is not one epistle, 
but two or even three fragments of Paul’s 
writings thrown together. The theory of the 
connection of the three is ingenious: the 
church at Corinth did not wish to admit 
that portions of Paul’s letters were actually 
lost; hence they decided to put all fragments 
together as one letter. 

Those who are thoroughly grounded in 
Biblical Christianity may find much in this 
little book that will challenge their com- 
prehension of Scripture, and cause them to 
take new hold of the old truths. The book 
is not easy nor, we feel, very reliable read- 
ing; definitely it is not recommended for 
the young Christian. More mature believers 
may wish to use it as a stimulus and chal- 
lenge to their faith in Christ and His 
Word. 

H. H. E. 


Sound of Abundance. Edited by Anne 
Hazelton. Published by the China In- 
land Mission. 77 pp. $.30. 

This is the CIM Annual Report for 1953 
and consists of contributions from nearly 
thirty missionaries of various nationalities. 
When the CIM was forced to close its work 
in China and the decision was made to 
open work in the countries of southeast 
Asia, some had doubts as to the wisdom of 
this step, but for one person at least, this 
book sets those doubts completely at rest. 

For the CIM 1953 was a year in which 
losses were sustained through death, includ- 
ing that of Mr. Fred Mitchell, and various 
problems and difficulties encountered; it was 
also a year of expansion and development. 
This book reveals, among other things, 
that 83 additional missionaries arrived on 
the field during 1953 and throughout it 
conveys an atmosphere of advancement and 
freshness that is most heartening. 

With its many brief reports it is admir- 
able as a book to “dip into” and all be- 
lievers should find it profitable and stimu- 
lating, although the news that it records 
would be more easily remembered and re- 
ferred to if the matter had been classified 
specifically under geographic or some simi- 
lar headings. 

Eric S. FIFE 
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information. 
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JEWS who must Suffer for Christ 


Jews who confess Christ as Messiah and Saviour 
frequently undergo the severest hardships and per- 
secutions. One Hebrew Christian in Jerusalem was 
advised “‘not to be baptized” and “don’t dare men- 
tion your faith to others!” In reply, this Hebrew 
Christian exclaimed: “Say nothing to anybody about 
my Lord? I would rather be dead. As long as I live, 
I want to be a witness for Him.” 
Other Hebrew Christians have been ostracised, boy- 
cotted, tormented and beaten because of their 
courageous confession of the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
REV. JACOB PELTZ is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, mission- 
aries, the unemployed, the maltreated, the bewildered and the hungry, 
whom we must shepherd and sustain. Please do pray for us and send 
your gift to help our ministry amongst the poor and bereft, the young 
in our Children’s Home, the aged Hebrew Christians, the babes in 
Christ suffering frustration and humiliation for His sake. The need is 
very great! Please do send your gift now. 

$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food 

parcel for a needy family in Europe or in Israel 

$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian 

orphan in our Children’s Home in Germany 
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SINGTIME 
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A HAPPY TIME OF LISTENING 
WITH 


THE MELODY FOUR QUARTET 
Bill Pearce Glenn Jorian 
Clair Hess Ray Felton 


We believe this to be the most beautifully 
blended quartet of male voices ever re- 
corded. Their eight new recordings prove 
their ability to sing superbly in any style 
of sacred songs, be it devotional, Southland 
spiritual, inspirational or joyous praise. Their 
unique musical arrangements and their in- 
terpretations are outstanding. The records 
recently realeasd are 


ST 1200 

(78 rpm) 

It’s Not an Easy 
Road 

Redeemed 

ST 1201 


EST 1200 
ext. play 
(78 rpm) 45rpm 
Springs of Living 
Water 
Savior, Like a 
Shep! Lead Us 
long play 


Faith is the Vict 
ST 1203 

(78 rpm) 

Oh, For a Thousand 
Tongues 

Behold, the Bride- 
groom Cometh 


EST 1202 
Ext. play 
45rpm 


78rpm singles 89¢ 
Ext. play $1.47 (2 record album $2.94) 
LP $3.15 
Order from your local dealer or write to 


206 E. Willow, Wheaton, Illinois 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 13) 


the first six months of 1953. This was the 
biggest increase recorded in any period 
since the end of World War II. 

Particularly disturbing to the FBI 
chief has been a sharp crime rise in 
small towns and rural areas. The in- 
crease in the urban crime rate was 7.2 
percent, but in the rural areas it was 
11.9 percent. 

An average of 35 persons per day 
were feloniously slain in the United 
States during the first six months of this 
year. 

There were 48 rapes reported to police 
every 24 hours. 

An average of 252 persons were sub- 
jected to aggravated assault each day, 
including blackjacking, mugging, stab- 
bing and beating. 

Each day an average of 608 automo- 
biles were stolen, 1,454 homes were 
burglarized, and 197 armed robberies 
occurred. 

A total of 1,136,190 offenses were re- 
ported to police during the first half 
of this year, Hoover said. That means 
a crime known to police was committed 
every 13.8 seconds. 

Hoover further estimated that a crime 
of violence—murder, manslaughter, rape, 
or assault with intent to kill—was com- 
mitted every 4.3 minutes throughout 
the United States in the six-month 
period. 

The crime rate is growing despite the 
effectiveness of law enforcement, Hoover 
said. Nine out of 10 cases of murder or 
manslaughter during 1953 were cleared 
by arrest, he reported, and the number 
of police officers on duty has reached a 
record level. 


JEWISH MISSIONS WORKSHOP 


Leaders in Jewish missions work from 
all parts of the U. S. will gather Nov. 25 
and 26 in Detroit for a workshop and 
seminar on Jewish missions sponsored 
by the Fellowship of Christian Testi- 
monies to the Jews in America. The 
host organization is Israel’s Remnant, 
headed by the Rev. Fred G. Kendal, 
chairman of the Fellowship. The workers 
will pool their experiences in dealing 
with literature, luncheon forums, camp 
work, refugee activities, work with col- 
lege youth, organizational problems and 
comity between Jewish missions. 

END 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 19) 


the Lord if he has not believed and 
he cannot believe if he has not heard 
and he cannot hear without a preacher 
(Rom. 10:14). In other words, it is the 
proclamation of the words of the divine 
revelation concerning man’s lost condi- 
tion and God’s saving work in Christ 
which brings the man in contact with 
the source of light and power. But as we 
twist all the bulbs we can lay our hands 
on, preaching the gospel to every crea- 
ture by every means, suddenly there are 
some that light up, and there are also 
some that remain in darkness. We know 
that at the moment that some shine 
forth it is because a miracle has been 
performed in them. They have been 
the objects of the new creation (2 Cor. 
5:17), and they have been made par- 
takers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). 
‘This new creation is not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of man, but 
of God (John 1:13). Of His own will 
begat He us with the Word of truth 
(Jas. 1:18). This is why neither the 
one who turns the light bulb a little 
way into the socket nor he that turns it 
in a little more is anything, but God 
who creates the filament. This is the 
significance of this same truth in another 
analogy where we read, “Neither is he 
that planteth anything, nor he that 


watereth, But God who giveth the in- 
crease” (1 Cor. 3:7). 

If someone should object that God 
has said that He is no respecter of 
persons, we would answer that the true 
meaning of this is not that there is to 
be universal salvation, but rather that 
in choosing those whom He has willed 
to choose He would not look at any 
human differences. He takes a pauper 
as readily as a prince, and a depraved 
man as readily as one who is righteous 
in the sight of men. In fact, “Not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called: but 
God hath chosen {elected} the foolish 
things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and _ base 
things of the world, and things which 
are despised hath God chosen, yea, and 
things that are not, to bring to naught 
the things that are; that no flesh should 
glory in his presence” (1 Cor. 1:26-29). 

These studies were originally given as 
lectures in several different cities. One 
evening, in Washington, D. C., we told 
how the study of the Word had led us 
to abandon many of the methods of 
evangelism that are known only in 
America and where Americans have 
gone: the  sing-two-more-verses-while- 
four-more-sinners-come-to-Jesus type of 
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“What God in His sovereignty may yet do on 
a world-scale | do not claim to know; but what 
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hungry ones, this book was meant 
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Christians. Dr. Tozer points out that much of 
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ful intimacy with Him — an inti- 
macy which will bring to your 
life abounding joy and peace. 
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evangelism; and that we had long since 
come to the place where we threw our- 
selves on the grace and power of God, 
realizing our own nothingness, and de- 
pending entirely on Him. We preached 
the Word, and He would quicken whom 
He willed. We were content to be a 
savor of life unto life to those in whom 
He created the new filament of life, 
and of death unto death to those who 
remained in their dead and lost condi- 
tion. At the close of the meeting, a 
major in the United States Army said: 
“You turned my bulb the night God 
created the filament in me in Boston 
eleven years ago.” His father, a preach- 
er, stood by, and we were happy to say 
that the father had planted and we 
had watered, but God had given the 
increase. 

If someone again objects, quoting 
some of the “whosoever will” passages, 
we reply that these, when fitted into 
all of the Scriptures, and not taken by 
themselves to the exclusion of great 
bodies of truth, are the litmus papers 
which show the baseness of the human 
heart outside of Christ. For though we 
preach “whosoever will” on every pos- 
sible occasion, we know the answer to 
that very important question: Who will 
will? We seek to preach to every man 
in the world, and we proclaim, as we 
must, “whosoever will may come... .” 
Yet we know that only those will come 
who are quickened—made alive—from 
their state of darkness and death by a 
definite act of God in the sovereignty 
of His eternal purpose in grace. 

Before any man believes there are 
three works which must have taken 
place on his behalf, one from God the 
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A PRISON TURNED INTO 
A GOSPEL CENTER 


Before you read this, please read Acts 16: 
22-40. This incident as well as that described 
in the Acts took place in Greece. For a year 
now the Greek Government has been try- 
ing arbitrarily to seize from the Evangelical 
Community in Katerini, Macedonia, a park 
located between the Evangelical Church 
and its Orphanage building. This park has 
been used by the Evangelicals for over 30 
years. The seizure was ordered by the cen- 
tral Government, which sent its officers to 
occupy it. Immediately Luther’s famed 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” 
filled the air from the tower of the Evan- 
gelical Church. That was the signal for all 
the women to assemble in the park, where 
they challenged the police to kill them if 
they wanted to take over the church prop- 
erty. There was not much the police could 
do but go away. However, they issued sum- 
monses against six of the women as disturb- 
ing public order. Finally these women were 
arraigned before a criminal court and 
sentenced to ten days imprisonment. They 
could have gone free by paying a fine if 
they wanted to, but they unanimously de- 
cided to go to prison for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Each one carried a Bible and a 
hymnbook with her, much to the surprise 
of the guards. These were indeed strange 
prisoners! However, they were not per- 
mitted to bring the books in. The women 
then turned to the guards and said, “Don’t 
worry, we know whole chapters of the 
Bible by heart, and many hymns. You can 
take our books away, but you cannot sew 
up our lips.” In prison they continually 
sang praises to God. That prison was turned 
into a Gospel Center. A woman who had 
attempted to commit suicide heard the Gos- 
pel and the claim of Christ on the life she 
had tried to do away with. Greek Orthodox 
restaurant owners sent them excellent meals 
as a token of sympathy. The very guards 
who would not permit the Bibles to be 
brought in now want to read the Word of 
God! Everybody wants to find out about 
the Christ for whom these women consid- 
ered it a joy to be imprisoned. One hundred 
Bibles are needed for those whose lives 
were influenced by the wonderful testimony 
of these women. What a great joy American 
Christians can experience by helping to 
complete the testimony of these gallant 
sisters in the Lord by providing these Bibles 
at $2 each, through the American Mission 
to Greeks, Inc., P. O. Box 423, Dept. E, New 
York 36, N. Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen. 
Secretary (in Canada, 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.). There are many such 
suffering, persecuted Greek believers whom 
we must stand by. One of the needs of our 
Evangelical Orphanage is for blankets, at 
a cost of $5 each. It is heart-breaking for 
the house parents of the Orphanage to hear 
the little ones cry, “I’m cold,” as they try 
to sleep at night. You may have one of 
these children as your very own to pray for 
and care for if you wish. When you write 
us, we can give you all the information 
required. 

—ADVERTISEMENT 
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A big storm brewin’.. . 





on the Sea of Galilee! 


No, it doesn’t look like a storm, nor a sea 
either, for that matter. But if you lived in 
Costa Rica and had your radio on, you'd hear 
the raging waves and the whistling wind just 
as convincingly as though you were in the 
boat with the Lord Jesus yourself! 


And if you were a Costa Rican who'd never 
fully understood the power and love of the 
Lord, perha your heart would cry out to 
Him for salvation—as so many have done— 
through listening to just such a program over 
missionary radio station TIFC. 


And Costa Ricans do listen. As one young 
law student put it, “TIFC is the only station 
that’s worth listening to!’ 


God has given TIFC special evidence of His 
blessing in recent months. When it seemed im- 
possible, He made it possible for the station 
to buy a new short wave uency. Now 
TIFC is on 6037 kilocycles in the 49 meter 
band (especially reaching the Caribbean area) 
as well as throughout America on the 31 meter 
band at 9645 kilocycles. It means even more 
POWER for preaching the in Costa 
Rica and the Spanish-speaking world. 

More POWER-—through more prayer sup- 
port, more missionaries, and more funds—is 
TIFC’s great need today. Ask God how He 
would have you help in this fruitful missionary 
witness. 
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Father, one from God the Son and one 
from God the Spirit. The believer has, 
first, been chosen by God the Father 
before the foundation of the world 
(Eph. 1;4); he has, secondly, been re- 
deemed by God the Son (1 Pet.. 1:18, 
19); and he has, thirdly, been quickened 
by the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8): only 
then, fourth in the sequence, he be- 
lieves. 

Now let us turn the medal and look 
at the effigy on the reverse side. We do 
not hold for a moment that man is an 
automaton and that he may be com- 
pared to a puppet on a string. There 
are some that believe thus, and they 
have been well described and refuted 
by many theologians. We quote the 
following from Pink and make it our 
own position: “Those who belong to 
this school of theology insist that it 
would be just as sensible to visit our 
cemeteries and call upon the occupants 
of their graves to come forth as to ex- 
hort those who are dead in trespasses 
and sins to throw down the weapons of 
their warfare and be reconciled to God. 
But such reasoning is puerile, for there 
is a vast and vital difference between 
a spiritually dead soul and a lifeless 
body. The soul of Adam became the 
subject of penal and spiritual death, 
nevertheless, it retained all of its nat- 
ural powers. Adam did not lose all 
knowledge, or become incapable of 
volition, nor did the operations of 
conscience cease within him. He was 
still a rational being, a moral agent, a 
responsible creature: though he could 
no longer think or will, love or hate, 
in conformity to the Law of Righteous- 
ness. 

“Far otherwise is it with physical dis- 
solution. When the body dies it be- 
comes as inactive, unintelligent and 
unfeeling as a piece of unorganized 
matter. A lifeless body has no responsi- 
bility, but a spiritually dead soul is ac- 
countable to God. A corpse in the 
cemetery will not ‘despise and reject’ 
Christ (Isa. 53:3), will not ‘resist the 
Spirit’ (Acts 7:51), will not disobey the 
gospel (2 Thes. 1:8); but the sinner 
can and does do these very things, and 
is justly condemned for the same. Are 
we, then, suggesting that fallen man is 
not ‘dead in trespasses and sins’? No 
indeed. But we do insist that these 
solemn words be rightly interpreted 
and that no false conclusions be drawn 
from them. Because the soul has been 
thus deranged by sin, because all its 
operations are unholy: it is rightly said 
to be in a state of spiritual death, for 
it no more fulfills the purpose of its 
being than does a dead body. 

“The fall of man, with its resultant 
spiritual death, did not dissolve our 
relation to God as the Creator, nor did 
it exempt us from His authority: but it 


forfeited His favor and suspended that 








WASHINGTON, D. C. 





WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Carolina Ave., S.E. 


Su nday "7:45 P 
WHERE. THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 
IS PREACHED 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


79th and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the of 
New York 
Morning Worship— 11 A.M. 
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WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 
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Billy Graham's 
Calling Youth - 
to Christ 


Won special commendation 
from the Moody Monthly— 
““The straightforward Gospel 
is presented here in a fashion 
geared to be especially ap- 
pealing to the minds and 
hearts of youth.”” Beautifully 
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Thanks be to God for the Bible, the Jews who gave us the Book, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind. 


On JEWS and JUDAISM 


BY REV. M. ZEDMAN (Copyrighted) 
A JEW BEGINS THE DAY! 


How does a Jew begin the day? 

Upon awakening, and while still in bed, a Hebrew recites—"I give thanks before the King 
living and ever existing, that Thou hast restored my soul in pity. Great is Thy faithfulness.” 
What does a Hebrew do upon arising? 

As he out of bed, he ‘Sermediately washes his hands and recites the praycr over ‘‘the 
Washing of hands.” (A pitcher of water and raisins are at the foot of the bed.) This ablu- 
tion is performed because the pious believe that during the night the evil spirits rest upon 
the nails and finger-tips of men. 
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Q. What duty is performed next? 

A. The Hebrew examines the fringes or “Talith Katon” which he wears, and recites—‘‘Blessed 
art Thou, God, King of the Universe, who hast sanctified us with Thy commandments and 
commanded us concerning the fringes’’. ’ 

Q. What is the “Talith Katon” or like? 

A. It is a garment in appearance like an old-fashioned apron which goes over the head, with 
fringes in the four corners. 

Q. What is the P of i fringes? 

A. It is to serve as a reminder to the Jew to “Observe all the Commandments’. 

Q. Do all Jews wear the fringes? 

A. A very small minority of pious ones, who are anxious to observe the law, wear them. Those 
however, who wish to forget the law, conveniently disregard this traditional observance of 
wearing the fringes. 

Q. What are the religious duties of a Jew? 

A. To praise God daily with one hundred benedictions and perform the 613 precepts. 

Q. What are the: duties of women? 

A. They are very = in comparison to men. There are three precepts: —the lighting of candles, 


Purification, and offering of a piece of dough on Friday, are the specific religious duties of 
women. 

Recently a Jewish woman came into the Scott Mission and confessed Jesus as her personal 
Saviour. As we stood in the office and prayed, wells of tears were let loose—tears of joy, that she 
had found in Jeshua of Nazzareth her Saviour and Redeemer. She then cried out, “I can no longer 
live the double life, I can no longer suppress my faith. I must confess Jesus openly to my people.” 

Then she continued, “I can find no spiritual satisfaction in Judaism. As a woman, all I am ex- 
pected to do is to keep my home Kosher and see that all the food is prepared and cooked in ac- 
cordance with tradition and custom. When I read the Bible, or express a —— for spiritual things, 
they laugh at me. They think it is crazy for a woman to study the Word of God, or to express 
any — on it.” 

This, friends, sums up the spiritual state in a Jewish home. “For they being ignorant of 
God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the hteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone that believet Rom. 10:3-4 

The Jewish people need the Gospel now. Now their hearts are yearning and open for the 


pel. 
Will you have a share in this blessed service by faithfully praying for the Salvation of 
the Jews? 
Dear Brother Zeidman: 
Please send me free of charge your literature on Jews and Judiaism. 
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communion with Him by which alone 
could. be preserved that moral excel- 
lency with which the soul was originally 
endowed. Instead of attempting to 
draw analogies between spiritual and 
physical death and deriving inferences 
therefrom, we must stick very closely to 
the Scriptures and regulate all our 
thoughts thereby. God’s Word says, 
‘You hath He quickened who were dead 
in trespasses and sins, wherein in times 
past ye walked’ (Eph. 2:1, 2). Thus the 
spiritual death of the sinner is a state 
of active opposition against God—a 
state for which he is responsible, the 
guilt and enormity of which the preach- 
er should ever press upon him. If it be 
asked, Why speak of a state of active 
opposition against God as a being dead 
in sins? the answer is, because in Scrip- 
ture ‘death’ does not mean cessation of 
being, but a condition of separation 
and alienation from God (Eph. 4:18).” 


The Word of God clearly teaches, 
then, the total depravity of man, his 
total impotence and his total responsi- 
bility. 

If there should come into the heart 
of an individual any concern as to 
whether he were included in the divine 
plan, we may say to him that the gen: 
eral course of Scripture teaching author- 
izes us to believe that no such concern 
would ever arise in the heart of anyone 
who has not been chosen of God. God 
never plows a field He does not intend 
to plant. “The preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness” (1 
Cor. 1:18). If you who read these lines 
contemplate the cross of Christ as God’s 
eternal answer to the problems raised 
by the invisible. war, and if you see 
that He proclaims that He is satisfied 
with the death of His Son instead of 
your death as the deserving sinner, and 
if you cast yourself utterly upon that 
redemption provided in the Saviour, 
you can know, beyond all doubt, that 
the preaching of the cross is to you 
“the power of God.” To those who thus 
accept God’s declaration of satisfaction 
with Christ as covering their every need 
we may declare, as God has given to 
every child of God to proclaim to those 
who are following in the same path of 
belief: Your sins are no longer retained; 
your sins are remitted. Be assured of 
your divinely given position and enter 
in, to possess the blessings that go with 
your inheritance. 


(To BE ConTINvuED) 
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CHRIST—THE HOPE 
(Continued from page 11) 

What then are the actions born of 
hope? The first act of hope is the 
preaching of the gospel to the whole 
world. The World Council was right to 
choose evangelism for the theme of the 
assembly's second section. Because God 
redeems through the gospel alone, those 
who hope are bound by the command 
of the Redeemer to preach that gospel. 

This commandment binds everyone 
who hopes in Christ. No one can keep 
the hope silently for himself without 
losing it. 

The command of God the redeemer 
requires of us the greatest speed. We do 
not know how much time we have left. 

It is furthermore of the utmost im- 
portance that we should preach the gos- 
pel in truth and purity. Those respon- 
sible for the preparation of the second 
section here at Evanston have been 
mostly concerned with the methods of 
evangelism. But the whole assembly 
must concern itself with the content of 
evangelism. At stake here is the message 
of God’s judgment of the world and of 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ 
alone. 

The spreading of this message seems 
difficult indeed, for the world does.not 
want to hear about its own end; for it 
the preaching of the cross is indeed fool- 
ishness. And yet at the same time the 
preaching of the gospel is infinitely easy 
and full of unspeakable joy, for it is 
not our task to bring the world to 
Christ’s feet. God long ago put the 
world under Him. We only have to tell 
the world who its Lord already is. It is 
not up to us to save men. Christ wants 
only to use our witness that He may 
speak through it and do His saving 
deeds Himself. We cannot engender 
faith. Only the Spirit of God can do 
that. 

The second action born of hope is 
accepting responsibility for the just 
ordering of society. 

Those who wait for the coming of 
Christ know how patient and long-suffer- 
ing God is. They know how He sustains 
the world in spite of its own arrogance 
and in spite of the fact that it stands 
already under judgment. 

For this reason those who hope are 
also under the orders of God the sus- 
tainer. God demands that we take re- 
sponsibility for the preservation of all 
human life regardless of whether that 
life be Christian or not, that we take 
responsibility for all men regardless of 
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their nationality, race or social status, 
and He also demands that we accept 
responsibility for their. freedom. For 
God sustains men in order that they 
may make a responsible decision for 
Him. 

The Christian has no right to remain 
aloof from the struggle between politi- 
cal programs and secular hopes. The 
world wants immortality for itself and 
looks to its own programs for salva- 
tion. Because the Christian is freed from 
utopianism by his expectation of the 
Lord’s coming, he owes it to the world to 
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bear the witness of sobriety, of cool- 
headedness. His is the task of showing 
what mankind's real situation is and of 
cutting through the prevailing fog of 
propaganda. 

Yet in all this we must never forget 
that peace on earth is not peace with 
God. Justice in this world is not in itself 
justice under God. Freedom on earth 
is not real freedom and this life is not 
eternal life. Our striving for a just order 
in society does not bring in Christ’s 
Kingdom on earth, nor does it fashion 
the’ new creation. Christ’s Kingdom en- 
ters only through the gospel; the Com- 
munion of Saints is the new creation. 


But God the sustainer commands us 
to accept the responsibility for the 
preservation of this world until the day 





In Pastures Green 


The author calls this beautiful little volume “a 
ramble through the Twenty-Third psalm”—and 
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of judgment. In spite of its arrogance 
and self-righteousness, this world is 
nevertheless God's creation. It is for this 
world that Christ died. And it is God’s 
will to bring His creation through the 
years to its goal, which is the new crea- 
tion. 

Will our actions born of hope be suc- 
cessful? We today are fighting on a 
different battlefront from that on which 
the apostles fought. The old paganism 
is passing away. We are faced with a 
new kind of post-Christian man. He has 
heard the gospel. He has been set free 
from the binding ties of this world and 
from submission to gods and demons. 
But he has separated his new freedom 
from submission to Christ. He has 
usurped the control of nature. He has 
himself set about to establish the eternal 
kingdom of peace on earth. He no 
longer waits for Christ to come. 

This freedom which is derived from 
Christ, but which is cut off from Him, 
weighs heavily upon the peoples in our 
own time, destroys their own religion 
and pushes the separation of East and 
West to the point of complete cleavage. 
Such freedom threatens life, for freedom 
when it is severed from duty leads to 
the use of violence, and the struggle of 
sueh free men for the establishment of 
a world order leads only to horrible 
destruction. 

And yet we are told, “When these 
things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your head, for your 
redemption draweth nigh” (Lk. 21:28). 
For those who hope in Christ the tumult 
of this world is a sure sign of Christ’s 
coming. 

So we ask again, Will we be successful 
if we accept our responsibility? The gos- 
pel is now being preached to.all nations 
on earth. At the same time the churches 
in our day are being so oppressed and 
persecuted that the persecutions of the 
early church seem almost trivial in com- 
parison. 

Here also it is true: “For such things 
must needs be” (Mk. 13:7; Rev. 1:1). 
There is no other way for the church but 
the way of her Lord, “through suffering 











ATTENTION BIBLE LOVERS .. . The Calvary Baptist Church (unaffiliated) of 
Bradenton, Florida, on the beautiful Gulf of Mexico, is offering for your blessing a 

t Winter Bible Conference from January 9 through April 20, featuring the 
Ellowing speakers: 

Dr. E. Schuyler English (Expositor; Editor “Our Hope’’) 

Rev. Fred G. Kendal (Jewish Missions) : y 

Dr. Homer Hammontree and Rev. Paul Beckwith (Musical Evangelists) 

Dr. Norman B. Harrison (Author and Expositor) 


posi’ 
Rev. V. D. Geren (B Teacher) 
Dr. T. Richard Dunham (Editor; Pastor; Teacher) 
Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter of Scotland (Expositor and Evangelist) 


For further details, write 


Pastor D. E. Luttrell, D.D. 
811 — 31st Street, West, Bradenton, Florica. 





Send check or money order. 
DUTCH TREAT SHOP 
5932-42 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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to glory.” Judgment must begin at the 
house of God (1 Pet. 4:17). God win- 
nows and sifts His Church in order to 
test it and purify it, to separate the 
wheat from the chaff. It is the church: 
which dies with Christ that is the church 
triumphant. Dare we, then, ask whether 
we shall see the results of our actions? 
The question itself is born of hopeless- 
ness. 

We do not know what results our 
evangelism and our struggle for a just 
society will have in this world, but we 
know the most important thing we need 
to know—that our work is not in vain in 
the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). Christian hope 
does not depend on what our eyes see 
of the results, whether they be successful 
or unsuccessful. It is not by chance that 
we find in the New Testament that the 
words of hope are closely tied to words 
which describe the trial through which 
Christians must go (Rom. 5:3ff., 8:18; 
1 Pet. 1:3ff.). Christian hope is based 
in Jesus Christ alone. Therefore it can 
never be confounded. 

This is not the hope of the world; it 
is the hope of the church. To this hope 
the church must call the world. 

We have gathered here as separated 
churches. To be sure, the historical divi- 
sions of the churches are only to a very 
small extent due to differences in escha- 
tology, but where hope lives there the 
existing differences and separations of 
the churches appear in a new light. And 
we are filled with shame that through 
our disunity we deny the unity of the 
body of Christ and so make it easy for 
the world to cast aside the message that 
Christ is its only hope. “Our unity in 
Christ and our disunity as churches” is 
rightly therefore the theme of the first 
section, but at heart this theme is that of 
all sections of the assembly. 

If hope were really alive within us, 
then we should have less fear of men 
than fear of God. Then we should be 
less concerned for the preservation of 
our confessional traditions and more 
concerned how we appear before God: 
“For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10). 
On that day a separation will take place 
which goes deeper than all the separa- 
tions and all the divisions of Christen- 
dom, a separation which is ultimate. 

If hope were really alive within us, 
then we would know that it is not only 
the world which will pass away but also 
the outward form of the church. Then 
we would see clearly the provisional na- 
ture of our ecclesiastical activity, of our 
church order, and even of our dogmatic 
formulations. The church too will be 
transformed. In the new creation there 
will be no temple, for “the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple” 
(Rev. 21:22). Then we shall not only 
believe the Word; we shall see God face 
to face. END 








TOMORROW'S 
CHRISTIAN AUTHORS 
ARE TRAINING TODAY 


“My weekly write-ups on our Sunday services, 
almost in their entirety, are accepted by the edi- 
tors,” Gustave Bott, a busy pastor in Wood- 
bridge, N. J., wrote recently. A few weeks later, 
after graduating from “Beginning Christian 
Writer,” he stated, ““A young couple came to me 
after the worship service and said, ‘You painted 
an unforgettable picture of heaven this morning.’ 
I tried to use some of the knowledge I acquired 
from the course in my sermon build-up. So yours 
is the credit and to God the glory. 


“I certainly wish to continue my study and ask 
to be enrolled in ‘Christian Magazine Writing.’ ”’ 


Housewives, stenographers, business men, nurses 
and teachers also have found BCW, a personal- 
ized home study course in writing, to be helpful, 
stimulating and profitable. 





Only $5 Starts You 


What Mr. Bott and others have done, you, 
too, can do. The total cost of the beginning 
course is only $15. The easy payment plan 
rmits you to pay as little as $5 down. 
he oF antl of $10 is payable in two 
monthly installments. 


FREE! WITH YOUR ENROLLMENT 
x One year’s subscription to CHRISTIAN LIFE 
magazine 


% One year’s subscription to MARKET TIPS, 
publication of Christian Writers Institute 


%& Beautiful Gold Embossed Binder for your 
lessons 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash Avenue Dept. ET114 
Chicago 5, Illinois 
( ) Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginning 
Christian Writer.”” Start my course at once. 


) Send me additional information and free 
sample lesson. 





Name 





Address 





City ....... Zone. State 





39 














FOR THE LORD? 
and 
FOR YOU? 





*Compared with Moody Annuities, money invested in savings 
accounts, stocks, or other business securities is only working part 
time. If you’ve been planning to make a gift to the Lord through 
Moody Bible Institute, but have put it off because you needed the 
income from your savings, then you will be interested in Moody 
Annuities. They provide the means to make your gift to the Lord 
now, and still enjoy a higher annual return than that provided by 
most sound investments. 


MOODY ANNUITIES... 
WHAT THEY ARE... WHAT THEY DO... 


An annuity is a gift, in return for which Moody Bible Institute agrees to pay a 
fixed sum yearly to the giver. Moody Annuity payments are determined somewhat 
like an insurance premium. They depend on the size of the gift and your age. For 
instance, a man aged 60, would receive $53.91 yearly for every $1,000 given to the 
Institute through an annuity. This represents an annual return of almost 544%. 
Because the annuity is considered a gift, a large percentage of your annual check 
is free of income taxes. 


FOR THE LORD... 
Part-time dollars get busy fast in full-time Christian service when given to Moody 
Bible Institute and its many ministries. Through your gift, you become an active 
soul winner—sharing in the many souls saved through the Institute and its students. 
You also take part in the ministry of radio station WMBI, the distribution of 
gospel literature, the film ministry and the Institute of Science. 


FOR YOU... 
Moody Annuities pay more than most ordinary, conservative investments. What’s 
more, they require no managing or supervision . .. your checks keep coming year 
after year, without attention on your part. To suit your convenience, annuity pay- 
ments can be made annually or semi-annually. Your income is safe, too. For over 
46 years, Moody has never missed or been late with an annuity payment. 






MAIL COUPON TODAY 




















r See a a a wr a ae Lee er —_—_——— seas se ee "" 
¥ MOODY. BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. ET23-1 
| 820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
| ( Please send me “Dovusie Diviwenns,” the story of Moody 
! Annuities. 
! THIS FREE oO Please send folder, “You Can Take It With You,” relat- 
BOOKLET... ing to stewardship and wills. 

tells how 
| get started in the Moody Name Age 
; nnuity Plan. “‘DouBue 
foun tc wy lye Address 

tsoever. 

| City. __Zone ~ State l 
. SLL A A A KF | ee ee ee ee — ee ai 








S 


MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS 
PLOWSHARES (2:4) 
Bryan had this text engraved on little 


plowshares made from swords that had 
been captured in the Mexican war and 
presented the plowshares to diplomats 
who signed a treaty of peace when he 
was Secretary of State. His folly lay in 
the fact that he did not know that Joel 
3:10 must come to pass long before our 
text shall be fulfilled. There we read: 
“Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; 
Prepare war . . . Beat your plowshares 
into swords, and your pruninghooks into 
spears: let the weak say, I am strong.” 
The great warfare of the final tribula- 
tion under the Antichrist shall come to 
pass before our Lord shall come to earth 
and enforce peace by the strength of 
His might. “In his days shall the right- 
eous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth” (Psa. 
72:7). Without Him it can never be. 


Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
shalt bring peace. 


INTO 


LET US WALK IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD (2:5) 
At the sudden glory of-the~prophetic 
picture, a world at peace and submitted 
to God, going to our Lord for all judicial 
decisions, and nobody resorting to war 
any more, the prophet breaks forth into 
an appealing call to a holy walk in the 
light of the Lord. Is it not thus that the 
Lord speaks to us in the New Testament 
also? He tells us that it does not yet 
appear what we shall be, but that we 
know that when He shall appear we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is. And the verse that follows is 
a great call to holiness in the light of 
the glory that shall be ours: “And every 
man that hath this hope in him, purifies 
himself, even as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). 
Another translation reads: “Everyone 
who has at heart a hope like that keeps 
himself pure, for he knows how pure 
Christ is.” By the glory of the future let 
us walk in the light of the Lord. 
Lord, give us the hope that brings purity. 
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FOR THOU HAST FORSAKEN THY PEOPLE (2:6) 
The prophet, seeing the great con- 
trast of the glory that shall come. to 
Israel and the drab reality of the pres- 
ent state of the people in their super- 
stition and rebellion, calls them to a 
return to walk in the light of the Lord. 
He admits that the people have been 
forsaken by God because of the vileness 
of the pagan religion which they have 
adopted. They had deliberately aban- 
doned the Lord in order to accept the 
counsel of demons. They had been re- 
plenished—filled full—of sorcery from 
the East and had become astrologers like 
the Philistines (that is the idea inherent 
in the Hebrew), and pleased themselves 
with mere novices in witchcraft (idem). 
Oh that all men might learn that when 
they leave the Lord they are always fac- 
ing in the direction of some demon sub- 
stitute for His guidance and that He 
must, by the very nature of His being, 

abandon them to themselves. 
Lord, keep us cleaving unto Thee. 


THEIR LAND IS FULL OF SILVER AND GOLD (2:7) 
Prosperity can be a terrible curse. 


Here is a picture of an Israel that had 
turned away from the Lord to the point 
where they had brought the demon re- 
ligions of the East and all the vileness 
that was consequent upon that degraded 
worship, an Israel that was in very great 
prosperity, but an Israel that was aban- 
doned by the Lord. We must not look 
upon prosperity as being necessarily a 
sign of God’s blessing. The goodness 
of God does provide all things for men, 
but that goodness of God was -intended 
to lead men to repentance (Rom. 2:4). 
Common grace is indeed a part of God’s 
plan for men at various stages of history 
but the gifts of that grace can become 
man’s greatest curse if not used as being 
truly gifts from God, accepted with 
meekness and thanksgiving. There is a 
great parallel to our own nation today 

in this passage of Scripture. 
Lord, keep us accepting all things 
humbly from Thyself. 


THEIR LAND ALSO IS FULL OF IDOLS (2:8) 
To have a land filled with idols does 


not necessarily mean a land full of im- 
ages. There are idols which are not 
carved by hand or cast from molten 
metal. There are a dozen different He- 
brew words translated by our single word 
idol, and their study is an illustration 
of the scorn of God and His magnificent 
ability to heap irony upon the stupidity 
of a man who could take a stick of wood 
and use half of it for a fire to warm him- 
self and cook his food and the other half 
to make an image before which he would 
prostrate himself in worship (Isa. 44: 
16, 17). The root words are log, block, 
vanity, horror, terror, filth, as well as 
words for image, likeness and carving. 
The word used here is from a root mean- 
ing emptiness, nothingness. Surely men 
who put other things before God are 
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= ae putting nothingness in His place. Our 
land has idols: such things as gadgets, 
speed, luxury, thrills and mere possession 
of things. 





Lord, save us from idolatry. 


(SO THAT) THE MEAN MAN BOWETH, THE 
GREAT MAN HUMBLETH HIMSELF (2:9) 
Idolatry touches the extremes of so- 


ciety. When a people move away from 
God the low will always ape the high 
and society will decay in its warp and 
in its woof. That men should bow 
themselves before the work of their own 
hands, whether in an image or in a 
massive civilization based on engineering 
techniques, shows that evil practices re- 
sult in the degradation of human dig- 
nity. The net result is that people place 
themselves in a position where God 
must judge them. It is He who has said, 
“I am the Lord; that is my name; and 
my glory will I not give to another, 
neither my praise to graven images” 


A x e Al (Isa. 42:8). It is for this reason that there 




















can be no possible forgiveness for a na- 
tion that turns to the demon worship 
which is behind all worship that is not 
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wrath of God. Certainly the prophet did 
not mean to say that man could hide 
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we have the fulfillment in the book of 
‘Revelation where it is announced that 
at the very beginning of the final judg- 
ments when their tempo has not been 
accelerated, men will, nevertheless, cry 
to the rocks and the mountains to fall 
on them to hide them from the wrath 
of the Lamb (Rev. 6:16). If men will 
not flee to the Rock, they will pray to 
the rocks. 

Lord, keep us in the Rock of Ages. 


THE LOFTY LOOKS OF MAN SHALL BE HUMBLED 
2:11 
: -% man’s character is often expressed 
upon his face, by his gestures and his 
acts. That which gives the appearance of 
self-sufficiency shall disappear. The lofty 
looks, the haughty looks, shall be 
brought down. A man may take a 
supercilious (Latin—highbrow!) attitude 
toward men and get away with it, but 
man cannot take such an attitude against 
God for long. A man may live his life 
disdaining God, but the day shall come 
when his eyes will look downward, his 
mouth shall be stopped (Rom. 3:19), 
his back will bend (that is the idea be- 
hind the Hebrew phrase), and he will 
not be able to stand before God (Psa. 
1:5). Our English translation puts it in 
the future, but in Hebrew it is in the 
perfect tense. The prophet is so sure of 
the result that he describes it as an event 
that has already taken place. The verb is 
also singular, emphasizing the effect on 
each individual. 
Lord, we thank Thee we have 
escaped through Christ. 


THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED IN THAT 
DAY (2:11) 

How can it be otherwise! Who is like 
unto Him? He cannot act other than 
His nature demands and therefore He 
must be exalted because He is the sum 
of all perfections. If man seeks to exalt 
himself it is pride because he is nothing; 
but when God announces that He will 
exalt Himself it is right and good be- 
cause of what He is. What day is meant? 
There have been those who have at- 
tempted to interpret this as referring to 
the peace that reigned in Rome under 
Augustus at the time of Christ. Calvin 
rightly calls these madmen. But it is just 
as mad to refer this to the Church, for 
evil has not been brought low and most 
certainly the Lord is not alone exalted. 
It will take the return of the Lord to 
bring proud men to their proper level 
throughout the earth, but that day will 
come and He shall be alone exalted. 

Lord. Jesus, come and be exalted. 


THE DAY OF THE LORD OF HOSTS (2:12) 

A good concordance should be care- 
fully studied in order to distinguish be- 
tween the day of Christ, the day of God 
and the day of the Lord. There is no 
use confusing them, for the marks of 
distinction are plain. The day of Christ 
is that day when He shall come for His 
Church. The day of the Lord is a terrible 
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day of judgment upon the earth, and 
comes at the end of the great tribulation 
and just before the ushering in of the 
millenial kingdom. The day of God shall 
see the melting of all the elements and 
the creation of a new Heaven and a new 
earth (2 Pet. 3:12). References to the 
day of the Lord are to be found by the 
score. It is the prophetic day. The RSV 
translates this verse “For the Lord of 
Hosts has a day... .” It is a fixed time 
in which He shall bring to nought all 
power that has been lifted against Him 
and enforce righteousness upon the 
earth. 


Lord, hasten Thy day. 


—" ALL THAT IS PROUD AND LOFTY 

An entire paragraph is taken to tell 
of God’s victory over pride in every es- 
tate. The high and the low, the rich and 
the poor. The last clause refers not so. 
much to the bringing down of the high, 
as to the existence of pride in the low as 
well as in the high. Pride was the cause 
of Satan’s sin (1 Tim. 3:6) and God 
hates it in all men. “Of all the marvelous 
works of the Deity perhaps there is 
nothing that angels behold with such 
supreme astonishment as a proud man.” 
Yet perhaps the most universal charac- 
teristic of the Adamic nature is pride. 
It is not only the rich who are arrogant 
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and haughty. Calvin said that “even the 
basest persons, if you do but prick them 
with a pin, vomit out the poison of in- 
tolerable arrogance.” By appointing a 
day in which He will deal with all pride 
God shows Himself to be the enemy of 
pride. He will return to the subject 
again and again for He has announced 
that He “has purposed it, to stain the 
pride of all glory, and to bring into 
contempt all the honorable of the earth” 
(Isa. 23:9). 

Lord, give us the true picture of ourselves. 


CEDARS ... OAKS .. . MOUNTAINS . . . HILLS 
. « « (2:13-16) j 
God’s victory over pride is summed up 


in His judgment against eight categories 
of pride, set forth in four pairs con- 
cerning trees, mountains, fortifications 
and works of man. The trees speak of 
men who are proud because of their so- 
cial ascendancy. The mountains speak 
of men who are proud because of their 
governing power. The tower and wall 
speak of men who have fenced in large 
property. The ships and the pictures 
speak of men who are proud because of 
their attainments in engineering and the 
arts. How easy it is for God to uproot a 
tree with a heavy wind, to erode a moun- 
tain with the forces of nature, to crumble 
a wall with an earthquake, to sink a ship 
in a storm. Just as simple will be the 
judgment of the pride of man. None of 
it shall stand in that day. Man shall be 
scattered like the leaves of the trees. 
Lord, make us humble. 


PLEASANT PICTURES (2:16) 
There is widespread diversion on the 


meaning of the Hebrew here and the 
passage has been translated in many 
ways. The German reads that God will 
bring down “all costly work.” The 
French, “on all that pleases the eye.” 
Various English translations read: “all 
delightful imagery,” “all the beautiful 
craft,” “desirable pictures,” “gallant 
craft,” “all pleasant watch-towers,” “on 
every sight that is fair to see.” The Jew- 
ish commentators understood it as the 
mosaic work on ornamented pavements. 
It would seem that a civilization is cor- 
rupted when there is a too great pur- 
suit of the fine arts. There must be a 
most delicate balance between the truth 
that “God has given us richly all things 
to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17), and the abuse 
that ends in the mere pursuit of the 
beauty that fades and disintegrates. God 
alone can see where our heart is in rela- 
tion to the things we possess—cars, 
homes, furnishings, clothes and the rest. 

Lord, keep our motives in Thee. 
THE LOFTINESS OF MAN SHALL BE BOWED 
DOWN (2:17) 

This whole passage is in poetic form 
and this verse is the repeated refrain. 
Already this truth has been set forth in 
almost identical terms in verse eleven; 
now it is repeated. Whenever God re- 
peats Himself it is not for mere literary 
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ple, POOR SECURITY RISKS, for Church and Country. 
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The preaching of the Gospel, and Christian Education, will make 
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effect but for spiritual emphasis. One 

commentator has attempted to render 

the stark harshness of the Hebrew: 
Brought down man’s loftiness! 
Lowered man’s haughtiness! 
Exalted alone Jehovah shall be, 
In that day. 

A Hebrew word used elsewhere for 
exalted is a derivation of the noun her- 
nia. Human pride is like a swelling of 
the belly at the weakest place in its wall. 

Lord, give us Thine own hatred of pride. 


THE IDOLS HE SHALL UTTERLY ABOLISH (2:18) 

After speaking of the judgment upon 
the pride of man He returns again to 
the idols that are to be destroyed and in 
a single flashing sentence declares their 
end. In the Hebrew there are only three 
words in this sentence. It is a decisive 
decree, terrible in terseness, devastating 
in its directness. The word for idol is 
the same used in verse eight, and it is as 
though God said, “Emptinesses utterly 
emptied,” or “Nothings to nothingness.” 
The phrase is as curt as our “ashes to 
ashes” and “dust to dust.” It is all the 
more crushing because the Hebrew verb 
is in the singular; each one of the idols 
will vanish. How deeply we should sing 
the hymn which includes the firm resolu- 
tion: *The dearest idol I have known, 
*Whate’er that idol be, *Help me to 
tear it from Thy throne *And worship 
only Thee. 

Lord, may we keep ourselves from idols. 


FOR FEAR OF THE LORD (2:19) 
Because men will not have the fear 


of the Lord they will have the fear of 
the Lord. It is a sad thing that both of 
the Hebrew words expressing such op- 
posite ideas are translated by the same 
English word fear. For “the fear of the 
Lord” which is the beginning of wis- 
dom (Prov. 1:7) is yirah, meaning rever- 
ence, a holy desire to please Him, while 
the fear of the Lord which will cause 
men to tremble (1 Sam. 11:7; Psa. 36:1; 
Prov. 1:26, 27 and here, vv. 10, 19, 21) is 
pachad, meaning dread, fright. How as- 
tonishing it is to the believer that any- 
one should be afraid of the Lord who 
is love, and who died for us! But we 
have only to remember our own fright in 
our unsaved days before we had come to 
look upon God through the cross of 
Christ to realize how terrible the thought 
of God will be for the man who has 
come to the end of his life in final rejec- 
tion of God, and who has trampled to 
the last step on the love that came to 
redeem him at the price of the cross. 
Lord, keep us in Thy reverential fear. 
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AFRICA: WORLD FOCAL POINT 
(Continued from page 7) 


riders bore us no ill will. Presumably 
they were overwhelmed with gratitude 
at finding themselves still alive. One 
middle-aged man in generous robe even 
picked himself up from where he had 
precipitately thrown himself, and with 
smiling courtesy called “Welcome” to 
the missionary at the wheel. Neither the 
sounding of the horn nor his own per- 
emptory descent from the saddle had in 
the least degree ruffled him. Maybe 
Africa still has some precious things she 
can impart to our impatient West! 


The Middle Belt 


Between the Moslem North and the 
hastening, educated South, however, 
lies the Middle Belt of Nigeria, and this 
is a frontier region of entrancing in- 
terest. In it are concentrated those many 
pagan tribes among whom the gospel 
has made progress quite as promising as 
among the great progressive Ibo and 
Yoruba peoples of the South. 

Politicians and journalists from Lagos 
and Port Harcourt dislike a traveler to 
refer to the “naked pagans” of Nigeria, 
but indeed some of these journalists 
have made a trip to where they see them, 
and it is in some sections of this Middle 
Belt—in startling proximity indeed to 
the tin-mining area from which the 
columbite is brought that provides heat- 
resistant metal for the engines of our 
recentest jet planes! There on the roads 
it is an everyday occurrence to see trains 
and strings of women going to or com- 
ing from their fields, completely cloth- 
less, and wearing fore and aft some sim- 
ple leaves or else two circular mats of 


woven rush or straw. A campaign to alter 
this simplicity in the supposed interests 
of public morals might be a very short- 
sighted enterprise. The change will 
come; commercial enterprise will see to , 
that, but what might seem outward im- 
provement could be accompanied by .in-_ 
ward deterioration. 


Dawn Breaking 

How Africa rebukes our impatience 
and our concern about externals! The 
people of this Middle Belt were “not a 
people” till the gospel came, and it was 
the dignity and sense of worth bestowed 
by the love of God which enabled the 
Yagba people around Egbe to shake 
themselves free from the blight and 
domination of the Nupe overlords. It 
was the gospel not the Moslem faith 
which included a doctrine of brother- 
hood that would take the Yagbas in on 
equal terms. Travel across from the 
Tangale people at Biliri and the East 
of Bauchi Province, visit Kagoro and 
Jos with their fine Christian Chiefs, 
move southwestward toward the thriv- 
ing work of our mature Yoruba Church 
with the new outreach toward the 
peoples of Okene and Shao, and your 
eyes behold this same dawn breaking. 
It is all a thrilling panorama of remark- 
able achievement interspersed with the 
challenge of first beginnings. Africa is 
never one thing but many things, a 
living, constant paradox. 

But the endless charm is in the Afri- 
cans themselves, so eager and yet so 
patient, seemingly uncouth (if you see 
ju-ju men or unclothed women) and yet 
so courteous and so dignified. Tomorrow 
is theirs to make or mar, but how little 
have we given them of the unsearchable 









Thousands of broken lives in every part 
of the world have been rescued through 
the faithful ministry of The Friends of 
Israel Missionary and Relief Society in 
Europe, Israel, and America, 

Many of these scattered Jewish believ- 
ers have never known the joy of Christian 
fellowship. To these people the witness of 
our missionaries and the work of this 
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Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


“If I could take out my heart and put 
it into this letter, I would gladly do so.” 


So writes a Hebrew Christian boy from Poland. 
It was the only way he could express his grat 

for the love we have shown for years to his sick 
mother and little sister. 





Society represent the Church of the Lord 
Jesus, and His love made manifest. 

A Thanksgiving worthy of our Lord 
is to witness in His name and minister 
to His little ones, 
that their hearts 
too may be j 
with thanksgiving 
to God for salva- 


tion and new life. 
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The crushing problems of a continent awak- 
ened out of centuries of darkness are creating 
tensions which may explode at any moment. 
To these problems may soon be added Communism — the 
monstrous conspiracy that feeds on confusion and unrest — 
exploiting and enslaving people. 

Only a miracle of God can save Africa and make it safe 
for both the black man and the white man. If the crisis in 
Africa is not resolved quickly the doors of unlimited mis- 
sionary opportunity may soon be closed: 

The only answer for Africa is Christ. But we must hurry. 
A mighty campaign to evangelize: Africa is of paramount 
importance. Missionary leaders have urged The Pocket Testa- 
ment League to undertake such a campaign now. 


PTL meee geomet campaign OUR EXPERIENCE IN ASIA 


PTL has the experience the technique to do 1 Million Gospels in China 
P< anne Reeser cey Bt - Aeaherrene— ¢ vdeo 11 Million Gospels in Japan 
January 1955 a massive program of evangelism and 2 Million Gespels in Korea 
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riches of Christ! Many are finding out 
quite as much as most Western Chris- 
tians knew how to impart, and these 
shining ones leave us amazed and de- 
lighted at their swift growth. That sun- 
lit land holds countless sunlit souls, 
evangelists, elders, mothers, teachers, 
who are to be God’s gift to the Africa 
of tomorrow. To match these glowing 
Africans we have, by the grace of God, 
some grand mature missionaries, many 
eager and well qualified younger mis- 
sionaries devoting themselves to the 
more intensive training of future African 
leaders, and also a most exhilarating 
bunch of young workers with real vision 
and shining gift, like that effervescent 
group who are responsible for the 
African Challenge. To stay for a week in 
Lagos with those indefatigable workers 
was to feel all the elation of a crusade, 
all the intellectual stimulus of a uni- 
versity campus and all the excitement 
of a research laboratory group that is 
definitely on the track of a remedy. Of 
course! For the gospel is a remedy of 
sovereign potency for the woes that have 
for too long years afflicted our race. It 
is this atmosphere of eagerness that 
vibrates on the field today. The work is 
often hard, very hard. But missionaries 
are in good heart. 

It was not my good fortune to visit 
Monrovia and feel the pulse of the 
young band of brothers, the noble few 
who are going by short wave transmission 
to send the gospel of Christ ringing in 
the ears of wide West Africa. But what 
I did see, both in the older SIM fields 
and also in the new ventures within 
Dahomey and the Niger Colony, con- 
vinced me that here is the place for the 
investment of life in the Saviour’s Name. 
West Africa is picturesque, it is alluring, 
but the biggest lure is the yearning over 
its peoples, whether they be lepromatous 
and pitiful, or just bewitching broods of 
swarming children in dark chocolate 
skins, concerning whom the Spirit of 
God induces sweet and poignant pain 
throughout our being, “until Christ be 
formed in them.” 

Often have I wondered at the’ spell 
which Africa weaves, and tried to analyze 
it, for there is lurking cruelty behind 
its sunshine, and bitter opposition be- 
yond the flowing robes. Yet somehow 
Africa at the crossroads, with its destiny 
still in the balance—Africa the land of 
teeming childhood—takes more com- 
pelling hold of me than ever. 

END 
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New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. G. Lee: 
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